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As a liitle gir]l mn elementary school I re-

" member climbing up a huge stack of very large

" paper that reached almost to the top of the ceiling,
. stretching out on it and falling asleep. Where was
- I and for what was tns paper used? It was the old

Jesup Sentinel building on South West Broad St
- and the paper was used for prmiing the newspaper,

The Jesup Sentinel. My parents, W.B “Bill” and

~ dihgently to make it a success.

They purchazed the newspaper from Mrs. C_ A

Pound m 1950 when I was ten years old and we

moved to Jesup. A dream of my dad’s smce he was

" a teenager was becoming a reality. He came from
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one of the largest

newspaper families in
the state of Georgia.

n high school he
L. M. Rhoden who
owned The Tattnall
.TnmmlmRﬂ-lhw]la

| great experience in
what it would be hke
to run a newspaper and
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Bhoden’s seven boys entered the newspaper field 8

Upon praduation from high school, my dad at- 517
tended Brewton Parker College and the University « o5
of Tampa on football scholarships. After gettimg 95!
his depree, he became a high school prnincipal
and coach. Later, he left teaching and became an -
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Executrve for the Boy Scouts of Amenica working 3y
mm N.C_, Fla And Savanmah Ga Mother says she

renmmbmthtalhngahmﬂgeﬂmgmtuﬂmnews— o
paper busimess and always lookmg for an opportu- {3‘3
nity. Whenever he heard about newspapers for sale; "
he looked into them In 1949, he found out about ";-‘.?'
several for sale and narrowed his search downto i .
two. One called “The Telephone™ m Sylvanmia, Ga | 5
and the other known as “The Jesup Sentmel”in &,

Iﬁupﬁaﬂfternnmhmmtlgatlm,hefeltthat e

- Jesup was the more t‘
pmgre:mveufmetwn’

towns. The agree- 7 °

ment to purchase the 3t

business wasmade | p

m 1950 with the e

deceased owner’s -,

widow Mrs. CA 1.8

Pound Havingmo . .

ex!r&nmmy,he 57

- borrowed $5000 !

from his brother D
Harold who owned J&
The Lyons Progress I"‘E’l‘
 to make the down - &
~ payment and $400 s

from his brother Rus- 5

In fact, five of LM
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W B. “Bill” Bhoden st work on his Mewspaper

zell who owned 1ig

= g oty A | = V| This B " e 1 L : ; o gl 45 51
173 |Neb Cash Hes .| 1) ddial sdyp 23002 ity B GOBL o egpilegidblabtd ) ac | da 42 10 40



| et
.-m -
_%Mwlmﬂmuﬂeﬂxupmhngw
This was an exciting and apprehensive time for my
- owning a a business and owing money. My father | 5.,
was very confident that he could do ths job and he
wanted to be an encouragement to this small grow-

mg comnmumty.
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Mother had also been a school teacher for the ; 4,
3rd grade. but when she had me, she stayed at Ay
" home and loved it. However, with the purchase i

* for the next four to five years, she worked at the
Sentinel everyday. It was her job to fill m wherever
. she was needed from domg a hitle bookkeeping to . BE]
" leamning to operate some of the small presses. She E
" did this willingly, but her desire was to be a house-
3 wife agam and she was thrilled when that oppor- ]
tumty came later. Her enjoyment was her fanmly,
ber church, volunteenng as a pmk lady, baking,
——encouraping others and sending cards. ﬂ'l
|
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| In the begimming of their ownership, the news
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paper was folded by hand  Each one was cut with
a sirimg attached to a nail The string was placed 1n
the nuddle of the large prmted paper, the left side
was folded over and then the stnng was jerked to
the left which cut 1t. Each paper was folded in-
dividually. How time consuming! Our joke was,
“we better not find one mn the frash™ As I got
older, I began to help with this job and some of my
fnends would often come and help on Thursdays,
too. One of our “treats™ was for daddy to take us

to “The Pig” restaurant after the newspaper was
fimshed - no matter how late. Later daddy bought
a “folder” which fed each sheet smgly into the
machine and came out cut and folded. Both mother
and I leamed to operate ths “fancy™ machine.

Some of my early memones of the newspaper
come from the large part of the bunldmg that was
beyond the mce office supply front which the pub-
lic saw. It was dirty with black print and had that
newspaper smell Mr. Berry sat at the lmotype and
prnted out the metal letters which daddy and oth-
ers would set in sentences, then roll black mk over
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1t and get it ready to print on a piece of paper.

Mr. Berry would often type my name or my
fnends’ name which always came out backwards.
We thought that was really something!

In 1964, The Jesup Sentinel moved from 1ts old
location to a completely new and modem bwld-
mg on Walnut Street. It was built specifically to
house an offset plant. Daddy was on the cuting
edge of things and made a decision to purchase the
first Goss Commmumity Offset Press m southeast
Ga. Thas was a two color, two umit press capable
of prmfing the newspaper mn a fraction of the tme
formerly required. It was a buge investment, but
paid off and daddy began to print many other small
newspapers m the surmounding areas as far as 100
miles away. It was a blessing for im as well as
many others.

The purpose of the newspaper was to print
news about local citizens, events and happenmgs

m Wayne County, as well as advertise businesses




FAWIER WP 6

and services offered It was an anticipated week-
¢ Iyoccurmence.

In the 1970°s daddy was approached by iT[
Dhink NeSmith about selling the newspaper. After
much negotiation, he did sell 1t and the meTge of B
The Jesup Sentinel and the Wayne County Press )
was achieved. It then became and 15 today - THE
PRESS SENTINEL.

] It'’s fun to remmisce about bygone days and to
~ remember those who worked hard to be spcoess-
}  ful in a community and for a commmumity. Both u
w.  my mother and I have fond memones of Jesup i
and the fnendly commumity it was and I am sure
sfill 15 Thank yon, Jesup, for piving me a trea-
sured hentage! +WCM
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Bill and Dorothy Rhoden
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