RS beautrful doll from 1910 and '
e un1que collectron of letters from World &
- War Il are Just a few of the thlngs left =
behlnd by a Coffee County lady who WASHRE e
A'-affect1onately called Miss Willie Pearl We -

- all know that in the 11V1ng of life, it is not:

the material things that matter; mstead it is
3 S'W ueh and the d1fferences that
: :';';'we make as we pass through our years spentf S
- here on earth, It is poss1ble that thislovely .

- lady touched more lives in Coffee County

~ than anyone before her or since. She Rigedt 5 LN
life as a deVoted Chns- NN SR

' athletlc coach aV1d‘sports fan and world

" traveler: It is good to remember. .,

. Miss Willie Pearl Davis was born June ; SRR

'12 1905 to erharn Ashby Hoke and Pearl RN

AVis. -'She was born at the family =

N ghome on the corner of Ward Street and Cof—

-‘;ffee Avenue in: Douglas Georg1a where she -

R hved until her death on May 2,2000. Both ,

‘»her church and her school were only: one -

: ‘block away frorn her home a convenlence
- as she never learned how to drive. SN

L She attended Georgra Normal College B

~ Douglas before moving to the Bessie Tift ‘7 S
t_College now named tht College inForsyth .~

S 1922 She Tecy 'Ved an 'B;‘(Bachelor Of i e

: ).in Eng rrn 1926 She eamed seven letters : TR
WA lin Athletrcs dur1ng her four—year tenure at Bess1e SR

MISS WZZte PéarlDavh Phofo iken durmg RN
her time, at the Bessze Tzft Callege SR




S . Miss Davis taught all-four- hrgh school gra

lhwasa charter member of the Delta Kappa Gamma R

Trft four ea Ih',rn basketbal baseball, tenn s, a
.golf; plus one letter in track.‘u She recelved her
- master’s degree n educatron from the Unrver51ty of

5 ‘."_.,Georgra in 1953, S
S She taught at the Lyons C ‘nsohdated School

in 1927, an atrManchester chool in 1928 be- ; ‘~ N
S :_::fore she returned to continue her teachrng career.
SRR Douglas She began teachrng in the Coffee S

o County School System in 1929, and she remained:
S permanent fixture there until she re‘nred in. 1966
L
: “cand coached until the war effort halted organrzed Sy
athletics at the old Douglas High School. She once -
a8 said, “I didn’t get any pay for coaching, and HR
N ’-they didn’t let me coach, I’ dpay them to let me.”
he belonged to NEA GEA, and CEA. She was
voted-as Star Teacher on tWo‘occas1ons and she

A Socrety, and honorary organlzatron for outstand- S
ing Women educators She was also a member (o} N R
 the recreational board, the library board; and wasa
. "L:Pmk Lady at Coffee Regronal Medical Center. She'f':?‘_ }

N r:f_:;was a charter member of the Robert E. Leee chap- =
. terof the Unlted Daughters of the Confederacy S
“In 1989 Mrss Davis was honored with a dinner i
S anda program featurmg former student. speakers A
- At that time; a South Georgra College Founda- =
- tion Scholarshrp was established i in her name. In
111991, the Coffee County Teacher’s Association .
R S ',presented the Community Service Award 1o Miss =
“-”Davrs That same year, Shady Acres honored her
as the 1991 volunteer of the Year Berng chosen ';jf, S
as Grand Marshall of the Annual Chrlstma ‘:Parade IR
\;~-also honored her N N

(top) Miss Willie Pearl at age 2
(second) The young Miss Davis at 5 years
(third) Miss Willie Pearl during her time as a

teacher. Circa 1960.
(bottom) Her last church yearbook picture. Miss
Willie Pearl at age 92.



‘ MiésiWilli’q Pearl Wés} an:fa_’cj[ivejmerﬁber of the First: .; X

.. Baptist Church where she taught a Sunday School class - - A memorial for Willie Pearl Davis would notbe
o from 1929 until her death: About the year 1990, the N Complete Without .naming three specia-l\ people‘:‘ :
church recognized her for over 60 years of devoted'ser- = along with her extended church family who helped
-vice to the church and to the community. She taught an - make her latter years more comfortable Lana Tan-
adult training union class, was a member of the “Singing - ner and Catherine Moddie, fong time friends, cared
Seniors, attended state and: national Baptlst Conventions < - ' forher with tenderness and compasswn Dr. DlSklI’l
and several Baptist World Altiances. . S . Morgan, her devoted family physician, cared for -
- Over the years, when Miss Davis attended many " her and sang her favorite hymns at her memorial
- high school class reunions, she had roll call, as she = gaivice :
- had done in her classroom. At her memorial ser- . . Since she never mamed and had no helrs MISS
. vice, Pastor Shep Johnson called the “roll” while . = wjjie Pearl left her estate in trust to her church
many groups with whom she was closely. assomated‘ .0 U The contents of her home were carefully gone
stood individually to answer the call: Joy Groups of through and an auction was held on October 7,
the First Baptist Church; Singing Seniors, Sun- : 2000. Inside this home were letters dating from the
day:School Class, SunPointe Baptist Bible Class; ' 1800s, antique furniture, precious family photos,
- Deacons of the First Baptist. Church, Personnelof antique dolls, beautiful handmade linens and quilts,
 Recreation department, Retired Teachers Associa- “World War I1 memorablha anda hfetlme of famlly '
tion, Delta Kappa Gamma? Pink Eadies Auxiliary, 0 iaidiooms. AR Ry R
fellow teachers, and former students. . R : One thing of great 1mportance that was found was
A basket filled with pieces of chalk tied with - - a collectiom of letters to Miss Davis and her mother
school colors was available as a memento of the. : from her brother, Bob while he was serving on the
service. Several school desks and a large chalk= = 1sland Of Iwo Jima durmg World Wit II He served::

boatd with her name, blrth and death date set the

N stage: Rev. Johnson gave a warm tribute to Miss

‘Davis and closed with a'challenge to those pres-
ent, “to take the chalk they received upon arrival
and make their mark on the world as M1ss Davis N
would like them to do.” He then closed the service Final Roll Call: “take the chalk you received upon
by writing these final words across the Chalkboard arrival and make your mark on the world as Miss Davis
’_“Class Dismissed.” ' : & would like you to do.” Pastor Shep Johnson says as he
S : : writes “Class Dismissed” on a board at Miss Davis’
memorial service.
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‘7”-or1g1nal beauty w1th artlcles of ClOthl'w ‘ar
- jewelry from the Davis. Estate.. She has ;
_pamted browneyes and pouty hps he

B durmg aotlve combat in one of the bloodLest S
iR battles 1nAmer1can hlstory He made the state—*‘

X e }t Was every blt as. rugged as descrlbed in the
I ~‘1 news stories \” These letters v‘are on file at the

Sl f,‘j;..baby shoes have been altered to ﬁt the doll SN
R and her stocklngs were made from RS
N old palr of gloves The pe‘arl necklace R

m 16 plece , at‘ the bot‘tom’,‘; : f é bla ket chest
: \_;‘She was made by the J.D. KestnerDoll Com-w -
_pany in Waltershausen Germany around 1910,

and she has b_een__cqmpleftely restored to her. . er blrth year Of 1905 N



and, on speclal-occastons, she: V1s1ts the museum to:

3 nd is Worth qulte a b1t more_than the or1gmal pnce
tag of $3.50. N

The present owner of the }doll was just as exc1ted tor AN

gh school class ‘eun1ons

in the permanent

taker her place and stand proudl :
in tr1but’ 10 MISS

SR8 7 exh1b1t that. has been placed th
. ‘_,W1111e Pearl 1D
S Miss Dav1s left behmd Wonderful legacy to be
3 --J;.'admlred for: many years to come. -She would be 5
R proud to know that her only heir, the doll lovmgly
R named W1ll1e Pearl, would be living permanently in
he town she loved 50, dearly The doll: was pur-.

N home I am that doll collector, and I haVe ‘been glven
»the pr1vllege of wr1t1ng thlS story about the extraor—

Miss Willie Pearl and her doll. (left) Some-
where in the age range of 5-7 years old. Below
is the German doll restored and clothed in Miss
Davis’ estate items. Behind the doll is a blanket
crocheted by Willie Pearl’s Mother. The

blue ribbon from the blankets first place win

at the 1929 fair is still attached.




