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To see our patient video or to learn about one of our 
locations nationwide, go to www.selectspecialtyhospital.com

Select Specialty Hospital – Midland
4214 Andrews Highway, Third Floor • Midland, TX 79703

For more information or to make a referral please call
Main - 432.522.3044 • Referrals - 432.522.3563

When patients need a longer stay in the hospital, we’re here.
Select Specialty Hospital provides patients with the continuum of care from the traditional 
hospital setting to a specialty hospital setting.  We are designed to meet the needs of 
medically complex, critically ill patients who require a longer acute care stay than a 
traditional hospital usually offers.

Extend your acute care stay at Select Specialty Hospital.

.............................................................................................................................
Specialized Programs
• Ventilator weaning

• Complex respiratory conditions

• Infectious diseases

• Complex wound care 

• Heart failure

• Medically complex conditions

• Neurological disorders

• Post-trauma care

• Renal disorders

• Bariatric care

• Surgical complications
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FREE events Coming Spring 2012 from
The Midland College Foundation

The Davidson Distinguished Lecture Series,
Friends of the Series and Bank of America present

Dr. Fareed Zakaria
Foreign policy adviser, columnist

and television host
Tuesday, April 24, 2012

The Phyllis & Bob Cowan Performing Arts Series
 and Friends of the Series present

Thursday, March 22, 2012

 These events are held at the Al G. Langford Chaparral Center on the Midland College campus. 
For FREE tickets or more information call (432) 685-4526 or visit www.midlandcollegefoundation.org

One family, five pianos and fifty fingers

The 5 Browns

Host of Fareed Zakaria GPS on CNN, Editor-at-Large at TIME and a regular 
columnist for The Washington Post, Fareed Zakaria is widely respected for 
his ability to spot economic and political trends around the world. Esquire 

magazine described him as “the most influential foreign policy adviser of his gen-
eration.” His international bestseller, The Post-American World, is about the “rise of the rest” — the growth of China, India, 
Brazil and many other countries — and what it means for the future. His numerous honors include the Overseas Press Club 
Award and the Deadline Club Award for Best Columnist.

The 5 Browns -- Ryan, Melody, Gregory, Deondra and Desirae 
-- are the sons and daughters of Keith and Lisa Brown from 
Utah who wanted their Mormon children to have music in their 

lives. The goal was to raise “five good people”. Not only did they achieve their goal, but also they managed to raise five great 
pianists. The quintet enjoyed their first wave of critical attention in February 2002 when People magazine dubbed them the 
“Fab Five” and at about the same time they were featured on Oprah and 60 Minutes. Their latest effort features atmospheric 
classical and jazz-inspired piano music that propelled them to the top of the nation’s classical music charts!
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“I graduated

DEBT-FREE!”
2010 TTU “Best Engineering Student”

- Amber L.
2007 Midland College Graduate

www.midland.edu
(432) 685-4500
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Joe James
Salon & Day Spa
...recently voted one of the 
top 200 fastest growing 
salons nationwide.



Joe James
Hometown Living At Its Best     5

432.520.9441

www.joejamessalonandspa.com

2101 W. Wadley, Suite #9
Midland, TX 79705

                       facials

                microdermabrasion

                    body wraps

                   body bronzing

                  massages

         luxurious steam showers

                   dry sauna 

      salon services including:

 women’s, men’s, & children’s cuts

shampoo, style, color & conditioning

                  nail care

             make up artistry

        full line of Aveda products
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  About the Cover
Featured on the cover is the 
beautiful bride Megan Trotter,
taken by Heather Rowland.
www.heatheranndesign.com
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CARTER’S
furniture since 1951

(432) 682-2843
www.cartersfurnituremidland.com

2101 W. Wadley #6 Midland, TX 79705
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1601 W. Wall Midland, TX 79701 * (432) 684-0569

We are a home owned and operated, full service pharmacy 
with a certified compounding department.  Our gift department 

has a unique array of items for all pocket books with gift 
wrapping available.  And don't forget our fountain with the best 

shakes and malts in town.

Graham
Pharmacy

“We’re rooted in Midland’s Future.”
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http://thecanopy.net

2101 W. Wadley #22
Midland, TX 79705

432.683.8474

Gift & Bridal Registry
Vietri ~ Juliska ~ MacKenzie-Childs 
Jan Barboglio ~ SeasonalWhispers
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Midland Living Magazine© is published
semi-annually by With You in Mind Publications.

www.hometown-living.com
502 N Main Street PMB 116 • Weatherford, TX 76086

(817) 599-6167
All rights reserved. Copies or reproduction of this publication in whole or in part 
is strictly prohibited without expressed written authorization from the publisher. 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained herein. 
Advertising is subject to omission, errors, and other changes without notice.
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    Our family has been in the publication business for over 
30 years and we are very excited to bring a magazine that 
personifies “hometown living at its best” to you. My wife, 
Heather, is from West Texas and has previously worked here in 
the oil and gas industry – so we know firsthand what a special 
place this is to call home.
    Midland Living Magazine is a semi-annual publication with 
winter and summer editions. Our pages are dedicated to the 
people, places, and things that make Midland such a wonderful 
place to live. Midland offers everything that a “big city” does, 
culture, cuisine, and society, with the southern charm of a 
distinguished West Texas town. On the cover, “My Friend Emily” 
displays gorgeous pictures from resident photographers of local 
hometown weddings. Wedding season is almost upon us and 
what a fun time of year it is! “Memories of Hotel Scharbauer,” 
the once beautiful landmark, will be a blast from the past for 
many lifelong Midlanders. 
   In this premier edition native, Cindi Mladenka, our social 
scene writer has covered many fun events throughout town 
that will be seen in the “Hometown Happenings” section. You 
will see familiar faces, maybe even your own, at various social 
scenes – please also feel free to submit your organization’s 
events to us to be featured as well! Whether you are new in 
town or never left, we hope you are able to learn something you 
did not know about this great city.
     We want to thank our wonderful advertisers for their patience 
and contribution. Their involvement allows this publication 
to come free of charge to you! All of us at With You In Mind 
Publications continue to look forward to a long relationship 
with this area and many more issues of Midland Living to come! 

Many Blessings, 

Sales: (817) 599-6167
Email: matt@hometown-living.com

Matt, Heather & Baby Gatlyn Martin

Casey & Trisha Perkins

Midland Masthead.indd   1 12/13/2011   3:30:52 PM



2311 W. Wadley Ave. Midland, TX 79705 www.naturalfoodsmkt.com

"For people who want to look and feel their best"

Great products, great service and low prices. 
You can get all three only at Natural Foods Market. 

Locally owned and serving Midland since 1995.
Visit our Strawberry Fields Cafe - It's healthy food that tastes great, too.

(432) 699-4048
Hometown Living At Its Best     13
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TThe group of men sat in chairs, with guitars propped up on their legs just right, as the 
man at the front of the room, began to strum his guitar. He stopped and looked up at 
the group long enough to ask, ”What got you interested in the Blues?”  
    Alan Parsons said he had “always loved the Blues”, and David Pitts agreed, 
mentioning that he had “picked it up in college.” Each man in the room had his own 
reason to be there - to learn an acoustic sound from one of the greats, Bernie Pearl, 
who was accompanied by bass guitarist, Mike Barry, for the class, “How to Jam the 
Blues: Acoustic”.
    Next door you could hear laughter, and then a long, slow draw on a harmonica 
followed by a burst of crystal clear notes that sounded almost human. Laughter 

followed again, and this time, it was the descriptive, 
fast-paced talk of harmonica ‘ace’ Jose Ruiz that 
grabbed his audience’s attention, as he encouraged 
his students to ‘think outside the box’ of traditional 
harmonica styles. 
    “It’s about being ‘tasty’”, Ruiz explained, 
“choosing your notes, and your ideas, and hearing 
music in your head, and then delivering that sound.” 
He continued, “The guitarist is the guy drawing the 
picture, and the guy playing the harmonica is the 
coloring guy. The harmonica is the box of colors.”
    While the temperatures continued to heat up 
West Texas, the cool sounds of blues and jazz 
wafted throughout Centennial Park, as music from 
two stages - the Main Stage and the Community 
Stage (placed on opposite ends of the Park) - kept 

The first annual Tall City Blues Festival made a 
smashing entrance with three days of fun filled 
entertainment while leaving the crowds wanting 
more and looking forward to next year.

		  Red Hot 
	 Days Bring Out 
	      the Cool 

	  	Blues

story by  Cindi Mladenka    photos by  Kat Inskeep
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the audience swaying and moving to the 
sounds of such bands as Andye MacIntyre 
and The Primal Groove, Gasoline Alley, 
Jeff Strahan, and Jennifer B. and The 
Groove Kings. Even BB King’s band, 
James Boogaloo Bolden Blues Band, 
offered spectacular sounds later in the 
evening, keeping the enthusiastic crowd 
mesmerized.
   Tall City ‘Blues Fest’ was the brainchild 
of Lisa Grissom and Ronn Reeger, partners 
in Promising Projects Productions, whose 
vision was to bring the community 
together with a weekend of great music, 
education and an experience like no other. 
The premier three-day event was packed 
with performances by musicians from all 
over Texas, and as far away as California, 
Louisiana and Colorado.
    When asked, “Why Blues music”? 
Lisa was quoted as saying, “Everyone 
can relate to Blues music! Whether you 
consider yourself a fan of the Blues or not, 
is irrelevant. We can all relate to Blues 
music…”
    The First Annual Tall City ‘Blues Fest’ 
previewed with a VIP Party on Thursday 
night at the Lone Star Bar, where guests 

gathered to receive packets with passes 
to the entire weekend’s events. The party, 
catered by the Hog Pit, also featured the 
sizzling sounds of rock and blues from 
award-winning guitarist, Reuben V, of San 
Antonio.
    Music performances were balanced 
throughout the weekend, each stage 
alternated continuously with a band, so 
that there was never ‘dead air’. Concert-
goers could also take a break from the heat, 
but never miss a beat, inside the Midland 
Center, where the Chamber Acoustic 
Jam Stage (sponsored by the Midland 
Chamber of Commerce), hosted bands that 
performed acoustically. Offering something 
for everyone, shoppers also strolled along 
the aisles, enjoying booths that sold 
everything from food to fashion.
    Besides music, a big part of the festival 
was the educational workshops. In 
conjunction with Midland College, classes 
were held in areas such as “Contemporary 
Blues Songwriting 101” to “Blues Guitar 
202: Deconstructing SRV Licks”. A class 
for kids in “Harmonica for Kids” given by 
Jose Ruiz and Woody Russell, also gave 
each child his own harmonica. 

Besides music, a big 
part of the festival 
was the educational 
workshops. In 
conjunction with 
Midland College, 
classes were held 
in areas such as 
“Contemporary Blues 
Songwriting 101” to 
“Blues Guitar 202: 
Deconstructing SRV 
Licks”. A class for kids 
in “Harmonica for 
Kids” given by Jose 
Ruiz and Woody 
Russell, also gave 
each child his own 
harmonica. 
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    Anthony Stauffer, blues guitar teacher and creator of 
StevieSnacks - one of the world’s premier online blues 
guitar lesson sites- offered the audience a chance to delve 
deeper into the Blues genre with his two presentations, 
“Blues in Strange Places” and ”Why Do You Play the 
Blues?”.
    The Festival continued into the night, with after-hours 
“Juke Joints” (various venues within walking distance 
of the Festival featuring different musicians) and the 
‘Midnight Troubadour’ Jam Session. Both were an 
exceptional way to get ’up close and personal’ with the 
musicians and their music. 
    Once the Festival began to wind down, questions 
began to arise, that just had to be answered.  

ML:  Of the overall weekend, what was your favorite part 
(besides music) of the production that you enjoyed the 
most? 

    Ronn: “I was able to attend the Midnight Troubadours 
session on Saturday night; it was attended by James 
Bolden, Eddie Turner, and several of the other band 
members. It was an awesome experience to get to hear 
and see these talented musicians get together and just 
jam with each other for a while. You could tell they were 
having as much fun playing together as the audience was 
having just being a part of listening to them.”
    Lisa:  “Watching how much fun people were having. 
Not just the folks I didn’t know, but the people I knew 
that weren’t necessarily Blues music fans. It’s like the 
music just opened up their hearts, and they really enjoyed 
it.”

ML: Did Blues Fest meet your expectations? 

    Ronn:  “Yes, in the sense that we confirmed Midland 
is hungry for an event like this and that people were, and 
still are, excited about the Blues and future possibilities.” 

	 "Everyone can relate 			       	
			   to Blues music! 
	 Whether you consider yourself 
		  a fan of the Blues or not, is irrelevant.”

[Lisa Grissom, co-partner in Promising Projects Productions with Ronn Reeger 
who both had a vision to bring the community together with a weekend of 

great music, education and an experience like no other.]
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    Lisa: “Yes, events like this tend to develop a life of their own, which is 
what you want, after breathing life into it. The things that people did to help 
make it happen also indicated it was growing into an awesome event. I can’t 
begin to tell you how many phone calls, emails, and people that walked up 
to me at the event, have told me what a great event Blues Fest was.”

ML:  What do you see in the future for Tall City Blues Fest? What is your 
dream or goal?

    Ronn: “Hopefully, this will develop into a signature event for the area. 
One that people naturally think about when they think of Midland. We want 
this to become a ‘don't miss’ event that people plan their summer vacation 
around.”
    
Lisa: “I would like to see this as an event that puts Midland ‘on the map’ 
for music festivals. I would like Midland to be known as the ‘home of a 
fabulous Blues music festival that draws people in from all over the world’. 
In addition, the economic impact that the thousands of people attending 
would make on Midland, would also make an impact on all that Midland 
could do!”  MLM
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432-570-4181    •    www.wnbonline.com

There are some things 
that can’t be faked. A 

handshake, a classic car, 
a promise.

At Western National Bank, 
we  believe banking should 

be authentic, delivered from 
a foundation of trust and 

integrity. No gimmicks. 
No flash. Just honest service.

When you are ready for banking 
that is truly authentic, visit Western 

National Bank. Local, strong and 
independent, we will continue to 

earn your trust. 

Midland        •        Odessa        •        San Antonio

  Our Western Spirit is

authentic

Member FDIC
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Five reasons to pick a bank

Jack Wood
President & CEO, Western National Bank

432-570-4181    •    www.wnbonline.com

When was the last time you 

climbed a 10-meter diving 

platform, stood on your 

hands, leapt into a triple back 

flip dive, and entered the water 

with barely a ripple?

At COM Aquatics, that’s success. 

And at Western National Bank, 

we are helping create success for 

companies like COM Aquatics.

We continually look for ways to 

make managing finances faster and 

easier—with services like Mobile 

Banking to keep you connected.  Or 

robust Treasury Management to help 

you manage your money no matter 

what platform you might be on. 

Come see how we can help your 

business create success.

Western National Bank. Local, strong 

and independent—we will continue to 

earn your trust.

Odessa        •        Midland        •        San Antonio

  Our Western Spirit

creates success

Brad Swendig

Executive Director / President

COM Aquatics
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At Western National Bank, 

one of the ways we measure 

success is by our ability to 

give back to the community.

Honor. Integrity. Service. We 

share these core values with those 

who have sacrificed for our free-

doms. It is our pleasure to continue 

this year as the Presenting Sponsor of 

the 2011 CAF Airsho, October 8-9. 

Western National Bank. Local, strong 

and independent—we will continue to 

earn your trust. 

Odessa        •        Midland        •        San Antonio

  Our Western Spirit

gives back

Jack Wood, President / CEO, WNB
George Coombes, WW II U.S. Naval Aviator
“Fifi”, the last B-29 Bomber and only operational Superfortress in the world

Proud to be the
2011 CAF Airsho
Presenting Sponsor

432-570-4181    •    www.wnbonline.com

At EGL Resources, 
business moves fast— 

requiring nimble 
decisions, quick action, 

and access to bankers 
who speak the company’s 

language. 

That’s why EGL banks at 
Western National Bank. 

Our expertise in the energy 
industry is unsurpassed. And 

with a well-known team of 
in-house engineers and lenders, we deliver service that keeps 

business flowing.

Find out how we can deliver for 
your business.

Western National Bank. Local, strong and independent—we will continue to earn your trust. 

Odessa        •        Midland        •        San Antonio

  Our Western Spirit
delivers expertise

Standing: Robert Winkler, SVP/Petroleum Engineer, WNB Mike Petraitis, Director, EGL Resources Wesley Bownds, Midland Market President, WNBSeated: Mike Newman, Landman, EGL Resources Paul Lerwick, Director, EGL Resources 

With all the headlines banks have generated over 
the past few years, I am often asked how Western 
National Bank is different.  What should a customer 
consider when deciding which bank to use? 

Here are five simple suggestions that I believe are critical:

Western National Bank is the largest locally owned bank in the 
Permian Basin. We take our position seriously—and never take
it for granted. When you are in the market for a bank, give us
a call and let us show you what we can do for you.

Western National Bank 
Local, strong and independent—
we will continue to earn your trust. 

1
Pick a bank that 
is financially 
sound. 

This seems sort of 
obvious, right? But in fact, 
given the record number 
of banks that have failed or 
been subject to regulatory 
constraints, customers 
cannot assume their 
bank is fiscally healthy. 
So ask questions, look 
at the bank’s financial 
statements, and do a little 
homework to ensure the 
bank you pick will be here 
today and tomorrow. 

2
Pick a bank that 
is invested in 
the community. 

The first word in Western 
National Bank’s tag line is 
“Local,” and we take the 
responsibility of being
local very seriously. What 
does it mean to be local 
and invested in the 
community?  It means to 
support local organiza-
tions, to be present at 
events, to hire local 
people, to invest in the 
infrastructure of the 
community. It means to 
be a leader, not just an 
observer. So find a bank 
that doesn’t just take; it 
also gives. 

3
Pick a bank
with a clean 
parking lot.

What does a clean parking 
lot say about the bank? It 
says that the bank pays 
attention to details, that it 
cares about your experi-
ence from the moment 
you arrive, that it takes 
pride in its presentation 
as a community business. 
You expect your financial 
business to be handled 
with care, so why settle for 
a bank that looks sloppy? 

4
Pick a bank that 
other people 
trust.

The number one influence 
for most purchases is a 
recommendation from 
someone you trust. The 
same holds true for 
picking a bank. Have you 
seen the testimonial spots 
WNB has been running on 
TV and in the paper?  We 
value the good words of 
our customers, and realize 
we cannot take their good 
will for granted. When 
considering where you 
will bank, consider what 
people say—people you 
know and trust. 

5
Pick a bank
that is
connected.

Do you need to find a 
good CPA? Or attorney? 
Or engineering firm?  A 
benefit of banking at a 
strong local bank is that 
it will be well-connected 
with movers and shakers 
throughout the community. 
This means you can turn 
to your banker when you 
are looking for a resource 
or a referral. Or maybe just 
a good cup of coffee.

Member FDIC



Custom Home by Tradition Builders   

The 3-story home featured below is custom designed for Rick and Kim Gasser.  It is accented with iron doors, iron gates and 
balconies, and includes a full basement with a high definition virtual reality golf simulator, four kitchens, six and one half baths, 
three iron staircases, and an elevator.  It boasts high energy efficiency throughout which includes geothermal heating and cooling.  
On the second floor and overlooking the family room is beautiful stain glass windows, an elegant theatre designed in the glamorous 
style of old Hollywood, and a fabulous game room.  For more youthful entertainment the home hides a slide in the attic from the 
3rd story playroom to a brass fireman’s pole, and for even more fun a beach entry swimming pool with a hidden cave.  These are 
only a few of the many amenities that enrich this beautiful home. 

Susan Yanacek’s design work is portrayed throughout the home’s interior and exterior. The iron driveway gates that she designed for 
the Gasser’s home was entered in NOMMA’s National Top Job competition by iron fabricator Rod Lambirth, and won second place 
among two hundred entries.  Frank, Susan and staff at Tradition Builders wish to commend the sub-contractors that participated in 
making this a winning project.

Custom Home by Tradition Builders
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“Quality Is Our Tradition”
www.traditionbuilderstx.com

5907 Shadyview Place Midland, TX 79707
Off: (432) 686-9090   (432) 230-4849
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MMidland College (MC) employees often refer to one 
another as the “MC family.” For Denise and Justin 
Beach, the term “MC family” extends to more than 
just being coworkers. This husband and wife team 
has not only found a home in Midland, but also found 
fulfilling careers at Midland College. In fact, both have 
recently received promotions within their respective 
departments.
    Denise works in the MC Business Office as a 
Student Account Assistant/Cashier, and Justin has 
found his MC niche as the Multimedia Promotions 
Coordinator in the Media Services Department. Denise 
says, “Having jobs in different departments and
buildings on campus allows us to have some ‘career 
independence,’ but we can still have lunch together. 
Working for the same organization has brought 
us closer together, and MC employees really have 
become our extended family.”
    Denise and Justin moved to Midland from Montana 
with their two oldest children in September 2005 
because Justin had an opportunity to start a video 
production company in Midland. He still does a little 
bit of independent video production work, but since 
February 2009, most of his videography has focused 

on MC events and promotions. Justin is responsible 
for producing digital animation for MC’s online 
advertisements; coordinating audio/visual needs 
for special events, seminars and workshops; and 
producing a great deal of MC’s video recruitment 
and marketing materials. J. Don Wallace, Justin’s 
supervisor and Director of Media Services, says,
“We were so fortunate to find Justin. His original job 
description did not include extensive videography and 
computer animation responsibilities, but with recent 
changes in technology, we found a need to do more in-
house digital productions. Justin had the expertise and 
came along at the right time.”
    Denise’s job is completely different. She has been 
employed in the MC Business Office—specifically, the 
Cashier Department—since August 31, 2009. “Having 
an office in the Scharbauer Student Center means 
that I have more contact with students than Justin 
does, which is something I really enjoy,” says Denise. 
“Justin is the creative one in the family, but I am 
definitely more analytical and logical.” Justin agrees, 
“It’s a good thing the College lets Denise handle the 
money, instead of me!”
    “We are so fortunate to have moved to Midland,” 

Sweet Home, 
The Beach family is 

thankful to call 
Midland home and they 

treasure the love 
they share and look 

forward to each day.

by Rebecca Bell
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says Justin. “Denise and I love
our jobs, and we have found Midland to be 
a great place to raise a family.” Their family 
consists of three children—two boys and 
a girl. Jesse, the oldest son is 8 and in the 
second grade; Hannah is 6 and in the first 
grade; and Jacob is 4 and attends the Helen 
L. Greathouse Children’s Center at Midland 
College. “That’s another reason we love 
Midland,” says Denise. “The Children’s 
Center is so accommodating for Jacob.”
    Jacob has a form of dwarfism called 
achondroplasia, which is the most common
among the 200+ different dwarf forms. 
Achondroplastic dwarfs have short 
stature, with an average adult height of 
approximately 4 feet. The prevalence is 
approximately 1 in 25,000. “He’s the only 
little person in the Children’s Center,” 
explains Denise. “In fact, when he was 
born, he was the only little person we knew! 
Now, we have a network of people that we 
have met who have children with the same 
physical condition. The Children’s Center has 
the accommodations that allow Jacob to be 
himself—be little and be independent.”
    Being a little person doesn’t slow Jacob 
down one bit. Rita Stotts, Director of the
Helen L. Greathouse Children’s Center, says, 
“Jacob is a delightful child. He does not
let his size stand in the way of taking charge 
of any situation. He is always ‘on the go,’
full of energy, very intelligent, loves 
computers and lets nothing get in his way of
success! ”
    “Jacob is also the true Texan in the family” 
says Justin. “The rest of us are transplanted 
from Montana, but Jacob is proud of the fact 
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that he was born in Texas!”
    Jesse and Hannah have made a home 
for themselves in Texas, as well. They 
enjoy attending school at Sam Houston 
Elementary, and they are both active in 
Upward athletics. Jesse plays basketball, 
and Hannah is a cheerleader.
    All three children are involved in the 
S.H.A.R.E. (Sharing Hands, a Respite
Experience) program, administered 
by First Christian Church in Midland. 
The program is designed for families 
with special needs children to support 
efforts to establish and maintain strong 
and successful relationships. “The 
S.H.A.R.E. program has really made
us stronger as a family,” explains 

Denise. “It doesn’t just focus on the 
child with the special needs—it provides 
activities for everyone. Our favorite 
thing is the Friday evening activities. 
From 6:00-10:00 p.m. on one Friday 
every month, the program provides 
activities just for the children, and our 
children LOVE it. They look forward to 
it each month. Justin and I do, too. It’s 
‘date night’ for the two us!”
    Denise continues, “Being working 
parents with three children—one with 
special needs—is demanding. However, 
every evening Justin and I come home 
from great jobs and feel blessed to be in 
a city we love.”  MLM
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BBeside a polo ground in Gilgit, Pakistan, these words 
are inscribed on a stone tablet: “Let others play at 
other things. The king of games is still the game of 
kings.” This famous verse connotes the pride that 
polo players feel regarding the deep and distinguished 
history of the game. Polo is widely argued as the 
oldest recorded team sport in history, thought to have 
originated between 2,000 and 2,500 years ago in 
China and Persia as a method of keeping horses and 
soldiers ready for war. Today, members of the British 
monarchy are often photographed while playing polo. 
Interestingly, England was a relative latecomer to the 
sport, not being introduced until 1869. Seven years 
later, the game was brought to the United States.
    Some may consider the history and challenge of the 
game a bit intimidating, but here in Midland, where 
horses are at least a part of life and, for many, a way 
of life, there are absolutely no limits to what sport can 
be enjoyed on horseback. Thanks to the Midland Polo 
Club, you don’t have to have royal blood, just some 
free time and a love for horses running through your 
veins.  

    The actual sport is a rigorous competition between 
two teams of four players each on horseback. Each 
team attempts to score goals by getting the ball in the 
other team’s goal using long mallets. It may sound 
easy. Most people have some experience with the 
same basic conventions in soccer, golf, and other 
sports. However, the horsemanship required to play 
well brings an entirely different level of challenge 
than any other sport. 
    When asked what it feels like to play polo, Carolyn 
Stimmel says, “It’s a team sport, which I really love. 
It’s about bringing out the best in each other and 
in your horse, and it’s about riding.” Stimmel has 
been playing for over twenty five years and agrees 
with people who say that horsemanship is eighty 
percent of the game. “You could have great hand-eye 
coordination if you’ve played golf or tennis, but if 
you can’t get your horse over to the play in time or 
get him turned around to hit the ball, it just won’t 
work!” For this reason, players have to have a close 
bond with their horses, making it possible for them to 
think and act together.

At the Midland Polo Club, families have been 
gathering to learn and play for generations.

the game of

andKings
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    Louisa Fikes, Midland native and 
long-time member of the Midland Polo 
Club, describes the people involved as 
anybody and everybody, and their dog 
- literally. Dogs are welcome to come 
as long as they are leashed. Depending 
on the season, MPC visitors will see 
lessons, team practice, pros visiting 
from around the world, horses being 
trained, not to mention the excitement of 
game days.
    “Polo is such a great sport because it’s 
something that children can learn and 
enjoy at a young age, and then continue 
to play well into their adult life,” says 
Carolyn Stimmel, and she would know. 
Carolyn grew up riding and working on 
horses, but wasn’t introduced to polo 
until she married Harley Stimmel in 
1985. Today, the forty seven year old 
mother of four is still a respected player 
in the competitive polo world. This past 
summer, Carolyn was honored to play in 
the prestigious, invitation-only Women’s 
Competitive Tournament in Santa 
Barbara, California.

    Louisa agrees that polo is a sport 
you enjoy for a lifetime. Her family, 
the Musselmans, have a deep polo 
history. Her father, Henry Musselman, 
initiated Polo on the Prairie, a polo 
tournament held every spring at the 
family ranch in Albany benefiting MD 
Anderson Hospital. The Musselmans 
have been involved at Midland Polo 
Club for close to thirty years, and the 
relationship goes both ways. Every year, 
MPC is well represented at Polo on 
the Prairie, sending players to support 
the Musselmans’ work. “It’s really a 

family affair,” Louisa says, and to listen 
to her casually list families that have 
passed down a love of the game through 
generations, “Beal, Stimmel, Wilson, 
Musselman, Evans, Duke” it’s clear that 
the family aspect of the club is what 
keeps it thriving today. 
    The Beal and Stimmel families, for 
example, are two that have left indelible 
marks on the legacy of the club, paving 
the way for the many families to 
come. In 1949, Carlton Beal and Jim 
Stimmel were living and working in 
California when a sense of American 

The actual sport is a 
rigorous competition 

between two teams of 
four players each on 

horseback. Each team 
attempts to score goals 

by getting the ball in 
the other team’s goal 

using long mallets. It may 
sound easy. Most people 

have some experience 
with the same basic 

conventions in soccer, 
golf, and other sports.
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entrepreneurship and adventure called them to relocate 
their families to Midland. Professionally, they were 
involved in getting BTA Oil Producers off the ground in 
Midland. After hours, Beal and Stimmel put their heads 
together on a different project – creating the Midland 
Polo Club. Both men were active polo players in 
California and saw great potential for more players in a 
city where horsemanship is so valued. In 1962, the club 
was opened up to the Midland community. 
    Jim and Marcie Stimmel have retired and returned 
home to California, but their legacy continues in 
Midland. Their son, Harley, was practically raised at the 
polo club and cultivated his seemingly genetic talent 
for the sport as a boy. Today, he remains a fixture of the 
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club. Harley Stimmel instituted the Midland Interscholastic Polo 
Team about ten years ago and continues to serve as their head coach. 
This team is made up of seven area high school students (including 
the Stimmels’ youngest son, Russell) who have committed traveling 
and competing against teams spanning a region from Houston to 
Indiana. A tribute to their hard work and good coaching, they made 
it all the way to the national polo competition in Charlottesville, 
Virginia this past March.
    Carolyn Stimmel is also instrumental in the creation of the MPC’s 
Polo School, where players with little or no experience are given at 
least two initial private lessons followed by group lessons covering 
tack, swing, and basic rules of the game. This newest project has 
proven to be a large undertaking, and members are very excited 
about the potential growth. “The polo school is huge right now,” 
Carolyn says, “and I couldn’t do it without Louisa’s help. She’s such 
a blessing.” 
    Clearly, MPC is thriving today. The magnetism of the game to 
families that love horses, love competitive play, and love being 
together has brought new families to the club – the Eben, Watson, 
Reddell, and Hagist families are just a few that could speak to the 
special bond that the game provides. 
    That vitality has also attracted pros from all over the world. 
Currently, there are three pros at the club offering expertise to 
students and players. Hugo Nunez, Ernesto Natividad, and Miguel 
Silvestre came to Midland from Mexico and Argentina anxious to 
make a living playing a game that they love. Nunez and Natividad 
both have children playing on Coach Stimmel’s team, a sign that 
they have also passed down that passion to the next generation.
    If you’re interested in becoming part of the Midland Polo Club, 
go to www.midlandpolo.com to see pictures of teams, register 
for lessons, or check out the fall schedule of weekend games. 
Remember that admission is free, so bring the whole family to enjoy 
this game of kings… and cowboys!  WCM
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Always 
Chasing a 
Classic Chevy

story by  K.W. Zachry   photos by Katanna Zachry
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ust utter the words “classic cars” to Jim Huckabee 
and his wife Billie, and broad smiles immediately 
light up their faces. The Midland couple has spent 

years collecting and restoring vintage automobiles, 
some of which they proudly display in a custom-
made, 3,900 square foot addition to their home. 
Inside the “museum”, as Jim calls it, is displayed an 

immaculate l957 Aztec copper Corvette (one of only 
304 ever made in this color), a 1955 modified Chevy 

with a chrome engine, and a bright red 1969 Chevelle. 
Their show room also contains a l957 Cushman Eagle 

motorcycle, a completely restored child’s pedal car, a 1911 
restored barber’s chair, a 1975 Honda Trail 70, and numerous 

gasoline pumps. Metal signs from various oil companies hang on 
the walls, complementing the larger collectibles. What you don’t see are 

hundreds of smaller pieces of “automobilia” and miscellaneous auto parts which 
Jim uses to restore the treasures he has found as he travels around the United States. 
These are stored until they’re needed or ready to display.
    “I’ve been interested in cars—or anything that ran and made a noise—since I was 
three years old,” says Jim, who is now seventy-three. His first set of wheels was a 
tricycle from the Sears and Roebuck Company, and he soon grew to “like everything that 
raced—race cars, dirt track racing, drag racing. I drove a tractor when I was ten years 
old!” His father gave him his first car, a l952 Chevy, when Jim was sixteen, and he’s 
been a Chevy man ever since.  However, when he first met his wife Billie in Andrews, 
Texas, she was driving a l955 Ford and she remembers Jim making fun of it. Despite her 
taste in cars, Jim married her in l960 and they left on their honeymoon, not in a Chevy, 
but in a 1959 Ford.
    Billie soon became as enthusiastic about classic cars and other nostalgic collectibles as 
Jim. The two of them have shared their passion for classic cars with their daughter and 
two granddaughters. According to Billie, the rest of the family knows as much about the 
rare cars as she and Jim do.  

OPPOSITE PAGE CLOCKWISE  
On one of their frequent road 
trips. the couple parked their 
l962 Chevy Nova in front of 
the Oasis Filling Station (on the 
highway between Ft. Davis 
and Valentine, TX).  This gas 
station was used in the movie, 
“Dancer, Texas.”  The Hucka-
bees have parted with this 
l949 Chevy convertible, but 
they keep a photo to remind 
themselves of how much they 
enjoyed it.   This l962 Corvair 
Spyder has a turbo-charged 
motor.  The classic Corvette 
that was named “Best in 
Show”!  The Huckabees collect 
minature cars as well as life-size 
ones!
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    “We’ve always done everything together,” Billie adds. “Car 
shows, swap meets, and collecting became family activities.” 
As Jim surveys the large room that he and Billie planned, 
organized, and decorated together, he smiles at his wife and 
says, “I couldn’t have done it without her.” He then asks with 
mock seriousness, “Do you know the only thing that will make 
a collector sell a classic car? A divorce!” Certain pieces hold 
special meaning for the Huckabees. A Gulf gasoline pump, for 
instance, came from Jim’s hometown of Bonham, Texas.     
    Other car collectors who were willing to share their expertise 
taught Jim how to restore the vintage cars. He, in turn, has 
shared his skills with anyone interested in the hobby. “The 
hardest part about restoration,” Jim confides, “is the patience 
you must have. You can’t give up or get in a hurry and use 
just any part when you’re restoring something.  It has to be 
exactly right. But I enjoy doing my own restorations.” Billie 
describes her husband as a “perfectionist.” “He won’t stop 
until something is perfect”, she says proudly.  Jim explains that 
quality restoration increases the value of an item. “A classic 
car which has been restored to its original condition can end up 
worth five times what it was worth unrestored, and that’s if you 
pay someone else to do the restoration.”
    Jim and Billie have learned to buy cars that they refer to as 
“milestones” (ones that are sure to increase in value). “That 
way we don’t lose money,” explains Billie. Convertibles are 
particularly desirable, (“If the top goes down, the price goes 
up!”) and a red vehicle always stands out from the crowd. 
“Resale Red” is a familiar expression to collectors. The 
trophies that line the walls of their living room are sparkling 
testaments to what judges in numerous car shows thought of the 
Huckabee’s classics.
    The first car Jim can vividly recall is the original 1953 white 
Corvette on display in a showroom in Lubbock. The first of its 
kind, the Corvette sold for about $3,500. A brand new Chevy 
pickup sold for about $1,800 at that time. Perhaps this is what 
prompted Jim to purchase his first classic car in l984, a l957 

“I’ve been 
interested in cars—
or anything that ran and 
made a noise—since I was 
three years old.” 
[Says Jim, who is now seventy-three.]
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LEFT TO RIGHT  In this 
newspaper photo Jimmy 
proudly displays the plaque 
his classic Corvette won 
as “Best in Show”!  The l969 
cherry red Chevelle is the 
vehicle the Huckabees 
sometimes drive around town 
and to out-of-town car rallies.  
Jim standing proudly next to 
his Chevrolet signature.

Since 1952
Jim has been a 
Chevy man.
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Corvette. He and Billie found it in Odessa. Other 
collectors thought he paid too much for it, but today 
it is worth five times what Jim paid for it in l984. 
Anything this valuable has to be protected, so the 
Huckabees use a large trailer to move the vehicles 
from car show to car show. Jim’s personal motto? 
“You don’t drive a ‘show car’, and you don’t show a 
‘driving car!’”
   As much as Jim and Billie love their collectibles, 
Jim admits that they will sell them “if I can get the 
price I want”, and Billie recalls that they have “made 
a profit off every one we have ever sold.” Before 
they surrender them to new owners, however, they 
photograph each vehicle. Framed photos of those 
automobiles from yesteryear hang on the walls like 
old friends.      
    The Huckabees are uncertain about the exact 
number of items in their massive collection. When 
they moved from Andrews to Midland a few years 

ago, they packed up their treasures, and even they 
were shocked at how many items they had managed 
to collect. They sold some of the vintage cars, but 
an appropriate place to store and display the rest of 
the collection became an integral part of their new 
home. Walking into the carefully designed “museum” 
attached to their beautiful home is like stepping back 
into Mayberry. Even though the array of vintage oil 
signs and gas pumps and scooters, not to mention 
those fabulous classic cars, almost makes your head 
spin, there’s always room for more. The Huckabees 
continue to search for specific items to add to their 
collection. “I’ve always wanted a Kurtis Midget 
race car from the early fifties,” admits Jim, “and 
a l957 pickup—Chevy, of course!”  Chances are, 
some member of the family will locate these missing 
treasures, and when that happens, Jim and Billie will 
eagerly rearrange the museum, or, who knows --- 
even add on to it!  MLM
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&Weddings
My Friend Emily

Perhaps Emily Post 	
	 said it best when she 
defined etiquette. 

"Nothing is less important 	

	 than which fork you 

use.  Etiquette is the science 	

	  of living.  It embraces 		

everything. It is ethics. 

		  It is honor."

story by Rebecca Rister
photos by Curtis Routh and Heather Rowland 
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venue then The Willows Event Center may be more 
your speed. Named appropriately for the willow 
trees surrounding several ponds, ceremonies as 
well as receptions are allowed here. Let’s not forget 
the traditional country club reception. We all know 
Midland has many golf course clubs to choose from. 
Another club not to be overlooked is the established 

downtown Petroleum Club. 
The Petroleum Club is also 
home to the Minuet Club 
Debutante Presentation each 
December. The Midland area 
has several popular choices 
which will create a fun 
reception event to remember. 
The formality associated 
with engagements, weddings, 
and receptions has been 
overlooked and forgotten in 
many parts of the country, 
but at home in the south these 
traditions are still in play.   
    Emily Post would roll over 

	 As a girl in her 20’s from 
West Texas, when someone says 				 
	 etiquette I think Emily – 

Emily Post that is.
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WWhile attending college in the metroplex I was 
astonished to hear just how many young ladies were 
not acquainted with Miss Emily and her rules of 
decorum in association with weddings, showers and 
the like. Fortunately in Midland with organizations, 
such as, The Minuet Club, The Women’s Club, Junior 
League, and more these time honored traditions 
of do’s and don’ts are not 
forgotten. 
    Cindi Mladenka, owner of 
Pink Perfection, who specializes 
in parties, proposals and 
weddings, shared her insight on 
Midland’s variety of reception 
locations. The Museum of the 
Southwest, formerly the Turner 
Mansion, is located in the heart 
of Midland’s historic district. 
“It has a timeless traditional 
flavor; its elegant landing, iron 
door, and dramatic staircase 
give it a feel of home.” If you 
are looking for a more causal 
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SHOWN  Curtis Routh Photography: Ballard/
Burris Wedding – 7.19.2008 – Cody & Christen.
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SHOWN  Heather Rowland Photography: Megan Trotter (Maiden name Hale). 
She married Sean Trotter this past June 2011.  OPPOSITE PAGE MIDDLE  Sloan/
Baker Wedding – 9.24.2011 - Thomas and Sharla.  OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM  
Curtis Routh Photography: Sissom/Berry Wedding – 8.8.2009 – Kyle and Amber.
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in her grave if she ever saw registration locations listed 
on a wedding invite. An appropriate gift to celebrate 
the union of a marriage goes without saying and should 
never be listed on the invitation, and I mean never. In 
addition, it is in poor taste to request money only in lieu 
of gifts. While many rules have changed with the times, 
some things are better left untouched. For example, 
parents and siblings of the bride and groom should never 
throw a gift shower for the couple. These parties should 
be hosted by friends of the couple instead. Family is 
responsible for bridal brunch/luncheon, wedding, and 
receptions – non-gift events. The correct invitation 
wording varies based on wedding location, family 
situation and more, so it is always helpful to reference 
the proper verbiage to avoid confusion and mistakes.

“It has a  timeless 
traditional flavor; its 

elegant landing, iron door, 
and  dramatic staircase 

give it a feel of home.”
[Cindi Mladenka on her view of The Museum of the Southwest]
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    In the event of a second marriage, Emily 
simply states that the bride should not expect 
her family to throw her another extravagant 
wedding which would add financial strain. 
The cost should fall on the bride and groom. 
Long ago it would have been taboo for a 
bride to wear white for a second wedding, 
but today that is no longer the case. Brides 
can wear any color they prefer, but white 
is still expected and the most common 
color adorned on their day. These weddings 
may be indoors or out, large or small, but 
regardless – don’t cut corners on pictures. It 
is the one thing, with the exception of your 
spouse, that you will have to look back on in 
remembrance of your special day!  MLM

TOP  Curtis Routh Photography: Smith/Barnes Wedding -  7.25.2009 - Grant and Abby.
ABOVE  Curtis Routh Photography: Sissom/Berry Wedding -  8.8.2009  - Kyle and Amber
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MIDLAND PLAZA
117 West Wall Street
Midland, Texas 79701

www.midland.hilton.com
432-683-6131

Sales Department
Group Sales / Meetings / Special Events

432-683-0471

In the heart of downtown Midland, and across 
from the Midland Convention Center, the Hilton 
Midland Plaza hotel is the city's premier hotel 
destination!

ThThe Hilton Midland hotel is just fifteen minutes  
away from Midland International Airport 
(MAF). The airport is serviced by Southwest 
Airlines, American Eagle and Continental 
Airlines.

ThThe Hilton Midland, TX hotel is located 
near many area attractions including the 
Commemorative Air Force, the Permian Basin 
Petroleum Museum, and the Museum of the 
Southwest. Sports fans can wind down on a 
spring or summer evening at Citibank Ballpark, 
home to the Midland RockHounds professional 
basebalbaseball team.

Enjoy a quiet dinner in Chez's, our Midland, 
Texas hotel's on-site, full-service restaurant, or 
unwind with a cocktail in Mahogany lounge. 
For a little more adventure, grab a brew on the 
rooftop at Ali Bubba's Rooftop Bar, located 
on the third floor of the hotel overlooking 
Centennial Plaza.
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Hotel
	 Scharbauer

Memories 
of

This landmark building hasn’t existed for 
thirty-eight years, but Midlanders haven’t 
forgotten the legendary showplace.

[Nostalgia]

WWest Texans are pragmatic; they understand you can’t continue to lose money. But 
they’re also sentimental, which explains why 15,000 Midlanders watched sadly as the 
old Scharbauer Hotel was imploded in l973. Thirty-eight years later, they still recall “the 
hotel that Clarence Scharbauer built” and how proud they were of the beautiful lobby 
and Crystal Ballroom. Former First Lady Laura Bush even mentioned the hotel in her 
autobiography. Nelda Lee, an art dealer from Odessa, recalls meeting clients like George 
Abell in the hotel lobby so that they could choose artwork for their offices and homes. 
“I remember the lobby being full of well-dressed ranchers and oilmen sitting around 
sipping drinks and making deals as they had their boots polished,” she says, smiling. LIFE 
magazine had heard these stories, too. In l948, it photographed the famous lobby and 
described it as “an informal stock exchange.”  
    Clarence Scharbauer, Sr. and his wife, Ruth, spent $500,000 in l928 to construct a hotel 
that would serve as headquarters for the ranchers and oilmen that were putting Midland on 
the map. The few remaining photos show marble floors, richly paneled walls, and beautiful 
chandeliers. Jean Stickney treasures a newspaper clipping showing her father-in-law, A. 
B. “Slim” Stickney, and his friends sitting in the hotel lobby. “I keep that clipping tucked 
in my Bible,” she explains. Penny Willhite recalls hosting an anniversary party for friends 
in the beautiful ballroom “because that was where they wanted to celebrate.” That same 
ballroom became the site for wedding receptions, banquets, and even high school dances.  
    The hotel also contained businesses that the locals often frequented. A coffee shop, 
beauty shop, barber shop and a full-service garage were patronized by locals and guests 
alike. Evelyn Nelson remembers the barber shop with its old-fashioned striped barber 
pole. “I took my four-year-old to get his hair cut there,” she explains. Inside the hotel’s 

ABOVE  The 
interior of the 
hotel was 
renovated 
in l953 and 
a parking 
garage was 
added.  RIGHT  
A nostalgia last 
round-up was 
held in May of 
l973 to bid the 
grand hotel a 
final “farewell”.  
FAR RIGHT  
Clarence 
Scharbauer, 
the hotel 
founder.

Photos in this article were provided by:  Martha Scharbauer Adams, Lynn Scharbauer 
Collett, Midland Historical Society, Midland Reporter Telegram, Marv Esterly, Jana 

Morrison, Nelda Lee, Joy Morgan,and Ray Sale, and LIFE Magazine.

story by  K.W. Zachry
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Woodford Drug Store was a popular soda fountain. At one 
time a travel agency and radio station KCRS were also 
housed inside the hotel. What the general public didn’t see 
was the seventh floor penthouse that was home to Clarence 
Scharbauer and his family and apartments that became homes 
to others.  
    Two sisters, Martha Adams and Lynn Collett, have 
special memories of visiting their “Aunt Matie” who lived 
in the hotel. “Aunt Matie” was Mary Scharbauer, widow of 
Philip Scharbauer, Clarence Scharbauer’s uncle.  After her 
husband’s death, she moved into the hotel. Martha’s father, 
Arnold P. Scharbauer, was a second cousin to Clarence 
Scharbauer. He and his wife May began taking their young 
daughter to visit Aunt Matie in the hotel in the l930s. “I 
was about five,” Martha recalls, “and very excited because I 
always got to push the button in the elevator. I remember the 
colorful carpet that lined the hall to her apartment. I would 
hop from pattern to pattern.” She also has memories of an oil 
painting of cherubs that hung over the aunt’s bed. Years later 
Martha came home from nursing school to briefly help care 
for the dying aunt. A happier memory is of her husband, John 
Adams, hiding their car in the garage of the Scharbauer Hotel 
so that no one would decorate it during their wedding.  
    Martha’s younger sister, Lynn, also recalls her parents 
taking her to visit Aunt Matie, but her most vivid memory 
involves the soda fountain inside the drug store. Mae 
Scharbauer was treating her six-year-old to a chocolate 
milkshake. Lynn remembers leaning backwards on the 
three-legged stool and ignoring her mother’s warnings that 

she was going to fall. She tilted too far back, fell, and landed 
underneath the table; the chocolate milkshake covered her 
from head to toe. “To this day I remember how embarrassed 
my mother was. She yanked me up and scolded me all the 
way home!”
    The soda fountain brings back memories to other 
Midlanders. Joy Morgan worked there during the l960s when 
“Cokes were five cents.” She recalls that one of billionaire, 
J. Paul Getty’s grandsons, once stayed at the hotel. “I was 
younger and more attractive then,” she chuckles, “so when he 
walked by, he waved at me!” 
    Jana Morrison’s grandmother, Lovie Newman, also clerked 
in the drugstore. Due to miscommunication, she may have 
inadvertently cost the drugstore a customer. One day an 
unassuming well-dressed rancher sat at the counter finishing 
his lunch. Before paying, he asked Lovie if the store carried 
Picopay. Lovie assured them it did. “What sizes?” he asked. 
“Small, medium, and large,” she answered. “May I see the 
cartons?” he inquired politely. Lovie grabbed three boxes of 
prophylactics off a shelf and held them up for the rancher 
to examine. “See,” she smiled, “small, medium, large.” The 
gentleman’s face reddened, and without a word, he paid for 
his lunch and walked out of the store, leaving a bewildered 
Lovie still holding the prophylactics. Another clerk who had 
witnessed the exchange sidled over to her and whispered, 
“Lovie, the man wanted TOOTHPASTE!” Most guests made 
repeat visits to the hotel; that gentleman might not have.
    Jana, like many others, also recalls the beautiful furniture 
in the hotel, but she remembers seeing it in her father’s 

SHOWN  The ballroom floor was donated in memory 
of Relda Sale’s parents, Anna Mae and Homer 
Brinson; Brinson saved the flooring by purchasing it at 
auction.  LEFT TOP  In the Midland Historical Society’s 
Museum is a table and chairs from the coffee shop.  
LEFT BOTTOM  The “S” didn’t stand for “Sheraton”; it 
stood for “Scharbauer”!
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP  The famous lobby of the Hotel 
Scharbauer in the l940s with its ornate furniture and carpets.  
The l953 renovation included modernizing and enlarging 
the coffee shop.  A balcony opened off the second floor 
Crystal Ballroom.  Clarence Scharbauer (right side, second 
from front) and friends enjoy steaks in one the hotel’s private 
dining rooms.  The exterior didn’t change in the l960s, but the 
cars and fashions did!

Looking Back AtBygone Days
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upholstery shop. Dub Watley spent years reupholstering the 
sofas and chairs that the thousands of hotel guests used. Jana 
still has a table and chairs from the hotel that was given to her 
father. 
    When Midlanders learned that the historic hotel was to be 
demolished, many of them wanted something to remember 
it by. Fortunately, the furnishings and décor were auctioned 
off. Penny Willhite remembers the auction and people buying 
large pieces of furniture. But smaller items were desirable, 
too. “I think I came away with a trashcan,” she laughs. Items 
like placemats, matchbook covers, telephone book covers, 
and pictures that hung in the guest rooms can still be found in 
estate sales, antique shops, and even on Ebay. The late Nancy 
McKinley made sure the Midland Historical Society got hotel 
memorabilia to display. But Homer Brinson may have saved 
one of the best parts of the hotel. He purchased the actual 
ballroom floor! Years later his daughter and son-in-law, Relda 
and Ray Sale, donated the oak flooring to Midland’s Greentree 
Country Club. Thanks to their generosity, Midlanders can still 
twirl on the polished floor and pretend they’re dancing at the 
fabled Hotel Scharbauer!  MLM

ABOVE  Many of the Scharbauer family members are buried 
in Midland’s Fairview Cemetery.  TOP LEFT  Arnold and Mae 
Scharbauer with their two daughters, Martha and Lynn.  
The family often took their aunt out to eat on Sundays.  TOP 
RIGHT  Lovie Newman, Jana Morrison’s grandmother, to  
worked at the soda fountain in the hotel’s drugstore. 
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We Are Here for
Every Season of Your Life!

First United Methodist Church of Midland

We Are Here for
Every Season of Your Life!

First United Methodist Church of Midland

Sunday Services
Traditional Worship - 8:30 and 10:45 a.m.

Contemporary Worship – 10:45 a.m.
Christmas Eve Services

5:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Service

10:45 a.m. (Sanctuary)10:45 a.m. (Sanctuary)

300 N. Main Street | Midland, Texas | www.firstmethodistmidland.com
Dr. Tim Walker, Senior Pastor

Hendershot 
Photography
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Experience
the

Difference

O F  M I D L A N D

Trinity School is a private school accredited by the Independent Schools Association of the Southwest, recognized by 
the Texas Education Agency, and a member of the National Association of Independent Schools.

3500 West Wadley Avenue | Midland, TX 79707 | (432) 697-3281 | www.trinitymidland.org

The Mission of Trinity School is to be a college preparatory community that 
provides a nurturing environment to enrich the mind, strengthen the body, enliven 

the soul, and inspire servant leadership. 



Fakie, FS 540, 50-50 Grind, Ollie, 
McTwist and Mongo-foot. These 
are all terms heard frequently 

at the William-Sam Memorial Skate 
Park located inside Midland’s Beal 
Park. When most people think of parks, 
images of trees, green grass and colorful 

flowers come to mind. However, to 
many Midland youth, the concrete bowl 
skate park in southwest Midland is truly 
a beautiful paradise.

That is certainly the case for two 
of the skate park’s frequent visitors: 
Christian Gonzales and Stefan Garcia, 

who are both 14-year-old Midland 
Freshman High School ninth graders. 
On a Saturday afternoon in mid-
September, the two friends were at 
the skate park enjoying each other’s 
company, getting some exercise and 
practicing their “tricks.” 

Thanks to the persistence of a group of Midland parents, the William-
Sam Memorial Skate Park in southwest Midland is providing youth with 
exercise, fun and weekly opportunities for Christ-centered discussions.

Concrete Jungle
story and photos by Rebecca Bell
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“We come here almost every 
day,” says Gonzales. “We live 
close by, and we can walk or ride 
our bikes. It’s our hobby, and we 
love it!”

While Gonzales has been 
a skateboard enthusiast for 
approximately two years, Garcia 
has only been skateboarding for 
about seven months. “Unlike 
organized sports, such as basketball 
or football, skateboarding has no 
set arena or rules,” explains Garcia. 
“We do our own thing. It’s kinda 
like an ‘art form,’ but it’s also a 
sport.”

The park, which first opened 
in spring 2003, is named for 
William Wooten and Sam Geer, 
two Midland pre-teens who were 
accidentally killed in October 1998 
while skating on Midland Drive. A 
couple of months after their death, 
William’s mother, Tammy Wooten, 
contacted a group of concerned 
parents, who just a year earlier had 
joined forces to organize a group 
known as the Citizens for Midland 
Skaters.

Led by Lisa and Don Sutton, 
Dennis and Pam Sledge and John 
and Terry Staub, the group’s goal 

was to procure a safe environment 
in which Midlanders could skate 
and skateboard. After the tragic 
deaths of Wooten and Geer, Tammy 
joined the group and became their 
spokesperson. Then, there was no 
stopping this powerful force of 
parents. 

The group met with Chuck 
Swallow, Director of Development 
for the City of Midland, and 
gathered over 500 names on a 
petition, which they presented 
to the city council to show that 
there was indeed an interest in 
building a skate park. Some 
council members were reluctant to 
approve construction of the park 
because of its rather high price 
tag. However, Wooten prevailed 
by contacting Mike Canon, the 
mayor of Midland at the time, on 
several different occasions in order 
to get the park on the council’s 
agenda. Her efforts were rewarded 
on Tuesday, September 24, 2002, 
when the Midland City Council 
voted unanimously to build the 
William-Sam Memorial Skate 
Park. Over $400,000 was raised to 
fund construction through the city’s 
participation and through private 
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and public donations. 
Today, the park not only provides a 

concrete haven for skateboarders, but also 
serves the Midland community through a 
unique Christ-centered missionary effort 
known as “Real Talk.” Every Wednesday 
night, Bo Celenze, a professional 
skateboarder, convenes a group of 
approximately 20 young people at the 
skate park. His mission is to just “be real” 
with them—“to share daily struggles and 
problems, and explore Christ’s Word.”

The youth come to the park with their 
skateboard tucked under one arm and a 
Bible under the other. Celenze says he 
has no idea ahead of time as to where the 
weekly group conversations will lead; 
however, he always manages to find 
scripture that will relate to the evening’s 
topic. 

“Some of the kids don’t like opening 
up in a large group,” says Celenze. “Those 
are the ones who often approach me 
afterward for a personal discussion. It’s a 
tough world for young people. Some are 
suicidal and drug addicts, but most are just 
undergoing typical teenage stuff of peer 
pressure, bullying, girlfriend or boyfriend 
struggles and problems with parents. I 
guess they feel they can talk to me because 
I’m approachable. I don’t look like your 
typical church pastor, but my message is 
the same.”

Christian Gonzales and Stefan Garcia 
have both participated in Celenze’s weekly 
gatherings. “I like it,” says Gonzales. 
“We can just be ourselves. We meet in a 
group for about 30 minutes, and then do 
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some skateboarding. Sometimes, while we are 
waiting for our turn in the bowl, we talk about 
what we just discussed in the big group. It’s not 
a bad way to spend a Wednesday evening.”

Whether it’s Saturday afternoon or 
Wednesday evening, Garcia says that the two 
boys will continue to “hang out” at the skate 
park and practice their “tricks.” “It really is our 
favorite thing to do.” UMLM
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LEFT Stefan Garcia and 
Christian Gonzales are 
regulars at the new 
skate park. They also 
attend Bo Celenze’s 
Wednesday night 
meeting where they 
share daily struggles and 
explore the Bible. “I like 
it,” says Gonzales. “We 
can just be ourselves.”



Want to blow her away?
Get her one of these…

New for the holidays at

Want to blow hot air?  
Get her a hair dryer.

Loop 250 & Garfield, Midland • 432–684–0510 • occasionsfinejewelry.com

•	A	diamond	mosaic	ring	set	in	luxurious	18k	gold	and	surrounded	by	Pavé,	new	from	
	 Simon	G.
•	The	 new	 Caber	 Isle	 Michele	 watch	 shown	 with	 white	 mother	 of	 pearl	 dial	 and	
	 10	micron	rose	gold.
•	The	 Blu	 SLVR	 bracelets	 from	 Soho	 with	 diamond	 and	 silver	 wrapped	 in	 denim-	
	 colored	blue	enamel.

Occasions_FPad.indd   1 8/30/11   7:44 PM
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Revisited
[story by  Cindi Mladenka    photos by  Hendershot Photography]

SHOWN  The 2011 Foy Proctor Cowman Award Honorees are (left to right) Bill L. Lea of Buckeye, New 
Mexico; John Dublin of San Angelo, Texas; H. G. Bedford of Midland, Texas and Cole Armstrong of 
Pecos, Texas. (Biographies on these men can be found on the Haley Library website www.haleylibrary.
com.)  OPPOSITE PAGE TOP  Executive Director Pat McDaniel is shown ‘heating the irons’.  OPPOSITE 
PAGE BOTTOM   The front of the Nita Stewart Haley Memorial Library & History Center.
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They sit, wearing crisp white shirts and blue jeans, on stuffed 
leather chairs set on a platform stage in front of approximately 
300 people. Each of them quietly waiting, as they reflect on 
what it was that actually brought them there. One by one, the 
introductions and biographies are read, a name is called, and then 
suddenly they realize it is their turn. Their turn to hear their own 
story unfold. So begins the evening for Cole Armstrong of Pecos, 
Texas,  H. G. Bedford of Midland, John Dublin, Jr., of Midland 
and Crockett County, and Bill Lea of Buckeye, New Mexico. 
    For these "old-timers" this is no ordinary day. This is a moment 
in history that honors them for their longtime devotion, strong 
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dedication, hard work and achievement in an industry that is 
sometimes overlooked or forgotten. These are men of a time long 
ago, and of today. These are the kind of men John Wayne looked up 
to. They are the 'real deal'. These are cowmen.
    Born as far back as the early 1900's, these cowmen are usually of 
four- and five-generation families that were cattle ranchers in Texas 
and New Mexico. They lived off the land during the worst of times. 
The Great Depression. The Dust Bowl Days. These men would've 
made John Wayne proud. They possess 'true grit'. As the story of 
each man is told, there is laughter and there are tears. It’s a very 
emotional moment for them and their families. Even the audience is 
affected, as several wipe their own tears away. The big moment that 
all have been waiting for finally comes. Each 'old-timer' is called 
up, one by one off of their leather seat, to the podium on center 
stage and is officially 'crowned' when the "Foy Proctor Memorial 
Cowman's Award of Honor" is placed around their neck. This honor 
is bestowed by the Board of Directors of the Nita Stewart Haley 
Memorial Library and History Center upon those that have made a 
significant difference in the cattle and ranching business. 
    This is the 12th year for the presentation, with four honorees, and 
a special award going to Mr. Evetts Haley, Jr., bringing the total up 
to 60 honorees. From West Texas to the corners of New Mexico, 
Colorado and beyond, the men and women chosen represent what is 
good and true. They stand on the stage on behalf of a generation of 
integrity, hard work, commitment and determination. Men among 
men, each one accepts their honor in front of their peers, with 
graciousness and with humbleness. There is no 'showboating'. Just 
good old-fashioned thankfulness. To receive such an honor that 
represents above all, a true and honorable cowman - Foy Proctor - 
each cowman repeatedly mentions the distinguished man, and his 
contribution to the old West.
    It always makes me proud to be a Texan, and even better - the 
great-granddaughter of a Texas cowman. The stories of Indian 
tomahawks flying through the air past my great-granddad's head 
as a little boy have haunted me for years. I hope you take the 

ABOVE  A few storytellers have a laugh, as they get the 
event underway with a few stories of their own. Seated 
(left to right) are:  Mike Capron, Cotton Elliott, Skip 
Woodard, Snap Woodard and Honoree John Dublin 
with Dick Winters, emcee of the event.  LEFT BOTTOM  
Honoree John Dublin (facing camera) enjoys looking 
at an old Texas map with family members.  RIGHT TOP  
Cole Armstrong, Jr. burns the family brand for his father, 
Honoree Cole Armstrong, at the ‘Burning of the Brands’ 
the evening before the festivities.
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ABOVE  A special recognition award 
was presented to J. Evetts Haley, Jr. for 
his inspiration, creation and support of 
the Haley Library.  Shown presenting 
Evetts with a tooled leather briefcase is 
his daughter, Mary Ann Haley Cosner, 
along with Board of Trustees President 
Brian McLaughlin.  LEFT  The Nita Stewart 
Haley Memorial Library and History Center 
Board of Trustees (left to right): Robert Carr 
Vincent, Brian McLaughlin (president), Joe 
Sullivan, Jeff Haley, and Bill Carruth.

opportunity next year to set the weekend aside in 
mid-October and attend this wonderful fall event. 
Watch as each honoree’s own ranch ‘brand’ is 
represented through a red hot iron pressed against 
rough wood on the Haley Library fence, at the 
‘Burning of the Brands’.  Enjoy the friendships 
from the High Plains, as the ranch families 
come together once more to celebrate their own.  
Then take in all the deliciousness that the Rick 
Newcomb family provides, when they serve up a 
brisket dinner, authentically prepared and cooked 

from a covered Chuck Wagon and Dutch Ovens, 
just like so many did before them.  
    Nothing compares to the true, real-life 
stories told by these special historians, as they 
actually happened. The Nita Stewart Haley 
Memorial Library's "Annual Fall Gatherin' 
Ranch Storytelling and Foy Proctor Memorial 
Cowman's Award of Honor" event is worth every 
moment. One that will pass all too quickly.  Just 
like the stories of a day long ago, on a western 
plain...  MLM

84     midland Living Magazine

Wild Wild West.indd   6 12/12/2011   3:59:14 PM



Hometown Living At Its Best     85

Specializing in Landscapes,
Oilfield & Western Art

Engagement Portraits

Custom Art
for Home & Office

Prints & Gallery
Wrapped Canvas

(325)
650-0670

P H OTO G R A P H Y

amyebeckerphotography@yahoo.com | www.amyebeckerphotography.net

Amy E. Becker
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n West Texas it’s a well-known fact that we take care 
of our own.  The care and concern doesn’t just apply 
to the two-legged ‘animal’, but also to the four-legged 

kind.  So it comes as no surprise that a fundraiser was held to 
benefit the fuzzy and the furry of the area. 
    The adorable invitation, in bright fiesta colors, proclaimed 
“ ‘Ay Chihuahua! Yappy Hour’, a benefit for the doggies and 
kitties at the Lone Star Sanctuary for Animals.”  Held outdoors 
at the Racquet Club, the event featured a ‘Fiesta under the tent’, 
with an opportunity to ‘meet and greet the shelter residents’.
    The Lone Star Sanctuary for Animals came about after a 
friend of Mr. Kirk French told him about the animal shelter 
(formerly known as Lone Star SPCA) that needed some help.  
Taking on a rather overwhelming job, Kirk French stated “the 
shelter was in such a dismal condition, but the past eight-and-
a-half years have not only been some of the most difficult, 
yet, the best years of my life. Changing the name to the Lone 
Star Sanctuary for Animals, aligned it with their mission of 
‘Saving and Changing Lives’, with the focus to make a positive 
difference in the lives of the animals.”  
    Lone Star Sanctuary for Animals is a no-kill shelter and 
whose goal is to find each animal a ‘forever home’.  If no home 
becomes available, the shelter keeps these animals and makes 
the shelter their home where they are loved and cared for.

“Yappy” 
Hour Goes to the Dogs
With a mission of saving and changing lives, 
the focus of this benefit is to make a positive 

difference in the lives of the animals.

by Cindi Mladenka

I
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Lone Star Sanctuary for Animals is a no-kill shelter 
and whose goal is to find each animal a ‘forever 

home’.  If no home becomes available, the shelter 
keeps these animals and makes the shelter their 

home where they are loved and cared for.
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Accepting only cats 
and dogs, the Lone 
Star Sanctuary’s 
“Yappy Hour” will be 
an annual event each 
fall, with next year’s 
planned date already 
set for Thursday, 
September 6, 2012.  

Plan On It!
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    Accepting only cats and dogs, the 
Lone Star Sanctuary’s "Yappy Hour" 
will be an annual event each fall, with 
next year’s planned date already set 
for Thursday, September 6, 2012.  A 
live and silent auction helped to raise 
approximately $33,000 that will be 
spent directly on the animals and 
maintenance of the facility.  Around 120 
guests attended this year’s first event.
    The ‘Yappy Hour’ Committee 
included Joanie Holt, Lyn Ford, Marion 
Goudeau, Suzanne Melchiorre, Dolores 
McCall, and Barbara French. The Lone 
Star Sanctuary Board of Directors is 
Dolores McCall, President, Barbara 
French, Secretary/Treasurer, Kirk 
French, Cheryl Bains, and Mary Ann 
Snow. A special thanks goes to all the 
underwriters, vendors and donors that 

helped to make the first 
annual ‘Yappy Hour’ so 
successful.  Included were 
Underwriters:  Marion & 
Tim Goudeau, Lyn & Aaron 
Ford, Joanie Holt, Kathryn & 
John Stuard, Debra & Fred 
Westmoreland; 
Vendors:  K9 Cookie 
Company, Luv Bugs Bow 
Wow Boutique, Cathy 
Eastham, Donors: Larry 
Bartlett, Bobby Boyd, DVM; 
The Canopy, Marcia Fuller 
French, Carol & John Gogas, Marion 
& Tim Goudeau, Joanie Holt, The Ivy 
Cottage, Monroe Jackson, Dolores 
McCall, Stephen McGee and Lissa & 
Cy Wagner.  MLM

A live and silent auction helped to 
raise approximately $33,000 that will 
be spent directly on the animals and 
maintenance of the facility.  Around 120 
guests attended this year’s first event.
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404 Andrews Highway  Midland, TX 79701

432.697.1775
www.grahamkracker.com

custom bedding
provided by

Custom Bedding / Fabrics / Furniture / Gifts
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FROM LEFT: Kelly Tucker, General Manager - Since 1993; Beau Moore, Retail Sales Manager - Since 2008;  
Jacob Klein, Assistant Service Manager - Since 2001; James Strawbridge, Finance & Insurance - Since 1995;

Wiley Meador, Service Manager - Since 1981; Bo Herrera, Finance & Insurance - Since 1997;
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Patients and families at HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital  
of Midland/Odessa hear a lot about a higher level of care.  
What does this mean to you? Our rehabilitation teams work  
with patients and their families, providing superior care with  
quality outcomes to return patients to maximum independence  
at home and in the community.

To a patient recovering from an illness, injury or surgery,  
a higher level of care means:
• Personalized goals for a faster return home
• Comprehensive team approach to rehabilitative care
• Advanced technologies for the latest treatments
• Frequent physician visits 
• Three hours of therapy over a day, five days a week
• Certified rehabilitation nursing care
• 24-hour specialized nursing care

For a higher level of care, choose a rehabilitation  
leader that makes a difference for patients and  
families with a higher level of care.  
HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital  
of Midland/Odessa.

A Higher Level of Care

1800 Heritage Boulevard • Midland, Texas 79707
Inpatient 432 520-1600 • Outpatient 432 520-1685 • Home Health 432 520-1620

 
healthsouthmidland.com

HealthSouth  
Rehabilitation Hospital  
of Midland/Odessa Offers  
a Higher Level of Care 

Here’S How.



Olympic 
Quest

by Suzan Marks

These two Olympic hopefuls share 
a winning formula for success which 
includes a loving family’s support, 
strong mental attitude and the 
legendary West Texas work ethic.  



The COM Aquatic Center is a seriously impressive 
place. With multiple pools, physical therapy, retail, 
competitive programs and community services, the 

center is an oasis in Midland, Texas. Established in 1967, COM boasts 
a winning tradition. The Aquatic Center has produced numerous, 
state, national and Olympic competitors over the years. But, never 
before in the Center’s impressive history has a swimmer and a diver 
qualified to compete at the 2012 Olympic trials. This year is a first. 
Diver, Anna James and swimmer, Natalie Hinds, both earned a shot at 
the 2012 London Olympic Games.

Each of these two athletes is remarkable and has an individual 
formula for success that includes a strong mind, family support and an 
incredible work ethic. 

Tall, with the long reach and strong shoulders of an elite 
swimmer, Natalie Hinds has spent the last two years propelling 
herself toward global competition. This year, Hinds made her third 
straight appearance at state and won the state championship in the 100 
butterfly with a time of 52.96 seconds which barely missed the state 
record, 52.70 seconds, held by Olympian Dana Vollmer. Hinds also 
grabbed silver in the 100 backstroke. In the process, she was named 
Female Swimmer of the Meet for Class 5A.  Plus, she was honored 
this past spring as the Outstanding Athlete of the Year at the Midland 
High School Academic Forum. The award is based on both athletic 
and academic performance.   

Just seventeen years old, 
Hinds will graduate early 
from Midland High School, 
December 2011. Hinds 
suggested this strategy to her 
COM coach, Andy Korda.  She 
wanted this time to concentrate 
on winning a lane in the 2012 
Olympics. “That shows her level 
of maturity. She has finished 
with recruiting trips and will 
have this time to focus on the 
trials,” said Korda. A top college 
prospect, Hinds will choose 
from four of the country’s best 
Division 1 programs. After trips 
to Texas, Florida, USC and 
Arizona, Hinds said, “I liked 
every one of the recruiting trips. 
All were fun and each university 
was different. I am still in the 
process and will make my 
decision by November.” 
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Hinds spoke about her family and coach in one breath. “He 
(Korda) is like my big brother. No one has a closer relationship.” 
Korda added that their teasing and banter finally “gets on my wife’s 
and her mother’s nerves.” Hinds added that she is grateful for her 
family support and encouragement. “My mom was a swimmer so 
she made sure we swam. I found a ribbon from when I was four 
years old and won a race. Mom is going to put it in a quilt she is 
making out of all my ribbons. My dad is my travel buddy.  He makes 
almost all of the meets and helps me keep my focus.”  

The 2012 U.S. Olympic Team Trials in swimming is the one of 
the fastest, exciting, suspenseful and pressure-filled competitions 
held in the United States. Hinds will travel to Omaha, Nebraska, 
June 25-July 2, to compete for the honor of representing the United 
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ABOVE Anna James with her mom Christy and Dad Steven. LEFT Anna’s 
beautiful diving technique graces the cover of ESPN Magazine.
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States in the pool at the London Olympic Games.    
Small, compact and powerful, Anna James 

epitomizes the phrase “still waters run deep.” But, when 
she spoke of winning the 10-meter synchronized diving 
competition at the USA Diving World Championship 
this past May, her face lit up with a 100-watt smile and 
she exclaimed. “That was an emotional moment”! 

With the victory, James and her partner, 2008 
Olympian Mary-Beth Dunnichay, earned a spot at the 
FINA World Aquatic Championships in Shanghai, 
China. James and Dunnichay finished 11th in the 
women’s 10-meter synchronized diving competition. 
The competition was James’ first outside of the country, 
and she also became the first diver from the COM 
Aquatic Center to qualify for the world championships. 
James is just 15 years old and has only been competing 
on the 10-meter platform for about a year and a half. 
She hopes this is just the start of her chance to succeed 
on the international stage.

James switched recently to home school. In that 
way, she explained “I can keep up with academics 
while we travel.” James was careful to point out her 
parent’s role in her success.  They make so many 
sacrifices and pay the expenses. “My mom travels with 
me, and so does my Dad, whenever it is possible. They 
are my support.”   

James’s long standing coach at COM is John 
Proctor. He believes that Anna is the real deal.  Proctor described her mental toughness, and work ethic, but pointed out that 
James also has a loving home life. “She’s got great parents,” he said. James talks about John Proctor like he is part of her 
family. “He has worked with me since I started…at 10.” She explained that Proctor is her coach, family travel partner and 

ABOVE Anna James with her Coach John Proctor.



friend. She added that he helped develop her confidence 
and encouraged her rapid ascent onto the platform of 
world class 10-meter diving competition. The bond 
between the two is apparent. Proctor stated with pride that 
James deserved the limelight, “She has a great work ethic 
and deserves all of the recognition.” Even with all of her 
remarkable accomplishments, James remains quiet and 
unassuming. She said simply, “I like it best, when I’m 
trying to perfect something.” 

For Anna James, the road to the 2012 Summer 
Olympics in London will run through Federal Way, WA, 
a suburb of Seattle. The trials will be held June 18-24, 
2012 at Weyerhaeuser King County Aquatic Center. More 
than 100 of the nation’s best divers are expected to vie for 
spots on the 2012 Olympic Team.  

The Olympic Games is an unbelievable event where 
athletes from all over the world come together to compete 
and represent their countries. It is a time when the world 
can forget about problems and focus on the amazing 
talents of so many fantastic athletes. It is a great tradition 
that started in 776 BC and hopefully will go on forever. 
The Olympics represent all that is good within the human 
spirit. Throughout the history of the Olympic Games, we 
have had some of the greatest moments, most talented 
athletes and unbelievable stories. UMLM
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ABOVE Natalie Hinds at a swim meet. BELOW Natalie at COM 
Ballpark Night.
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4011 N. Midland Dr.
(West of Home Depot)

Midland, TX 79707

432-520-6400
www.americastoragecenters.com

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6, Sat 9-1

AMERICA’S
STORAGE CENTER

Serving the 
Permian Basin 

Since 1998!

Your Self
Storage Specialist
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(432) 561-5880
10716 HWY 191 Ste. #1

Midland, Tx 79707
www.andersonhomestx.com

Client-Focused Construction (Residential & Commercial)
“If the client ain' t happy, ain' t nobody happy.”



e was raised on the Llano Estacado in 
Eddy County, New Mexico. Al Mitchell 
says if he ever writes a book of his 

adventures, it will be called The Llano Estacado 
Law Man because he has spent a good deal of his life 
putting criminals behind bars on the dry and treeless 
high plains straddling the Texas-New Mexico border. 
In 1972, Al Mitchell joined the Texas Rangers and 
was the first non-native Texan to become a Ranger. 
Mitchell says, “I was honored when I was invited to 
join the Rangers. It’s tough to get those Ranger badges. 
They don’t just come out of a Cracker Jack box.” 
He was assigned to Ranger Company E in Midland, 
and a large part of his responsibilities involved 
investigating oil field crimes and major  criminal cases 
and apprehending persons responsible for committing 
those crimes. It was also during this time that Mitchell 

The Llano Estacado

Law Man
Al Mitchell has spent a good deal of his 
life putting criminals behind bars on the 
dry and treeless high plains straddling 
the Texas-New Mexico border.

story  Rebecca Bell     photos  Katherine inskeep

started taking classes at Midland College. He says, 
“I figured that if I was going to stay in the Rangers, 
I needed to get an education. That was before they 
built the beautiful campus on Garfield Street. We took 
classes at lots of store front properties in the city. I 
can’t even remember where all my classes were held. It 
seems like wherever they could find room, they’d hold 
a class.”
    “Since I was already employed in the law 
enforcement industry, I challenged [tested out of] a 
lot of the classes, and I passed all the classes that I 
challenged,” continues Mitchell. “I remember John 
Hyde was one of my teachers. At that time, he was 
a young city attorney and taught at MC part-time. I 
challenged his criminal evidence class—I guess I was 
the only person who had ever challenged his class. So,
he developed a challenge exam just for me. It contained 

[looking back]

H
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five questions, and it took me 88 pages on a legal pad to 
answer them, but I passed it!” And so, in 1975, despite having 
an extensive case load while working as a Texas Ranger, Al 
Mitchell managed to receive his Associate of Applied Science 
degree in Criminal Justice. Mitchell was enjoying his life in 
Midland and career as a Texas Ranger. Then, in 1977, public 
and private oil companies started taking notice of him. Shell 
Oil Company offered him a job working in their corporate 
security department with a very lucrative salary, but Mitchell 
was hesitant to accept because he says, “I did not want to 
leave the Ranger service. I could have stayed there the rest of 
my life.” Mitchell asked his friend, Tom Brown, owner of Tom 
Brown, Inc., to “evaluate” the Shell job offer and let him know 
if it was any good. At the time, Tom Brown, Inc., was the 
largest independent oil company in Texas. Brown’s response: 
“You don’t want to go to work for a major oil company and 
have to move to Houston. Come to work for me. We would 
have offered you a job a long time ago, but we didn’t know we 
could hire you out of the Ranger service.” Mitchell replied, “I 
don’t know if you can.” Mitchell explains, “I did everything I 
could not to go to work for those oil companies.” But, then he 
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calculated what his retirement would be 
if he stayed in the Texas Rangers, and 
he showed that figure to Tom Brown. 
Brown said, “I’ll give that to you in 
stock options. Now what else do you 
want?” So, Mitchell left his beloved 
Rangers and began a 24-year career 
working for Tom Brown as his director 
of corporate security.
    Mitchell credits his current 
employment to the experience he gained 
working as a Texas Ranger and later in 
the corporate world. Today, he owns 
a private investigation and consulting 
firm in Midland. His firm, Ranger 
Professional Services, Inc., specializes
in civil and criminal corporate 
investigation. Mitchell is usually 
contracted by insurance companies to 
perform investigations in defense of 
their corporate clients. Part of his
success in investigating the truth for his 
clients is due to his uncanny ability to 
relate to people from all walks of life—
whether it is the oilfield roughneck or 
the company CEO. Mitchell explains, 
“I talk to people, investigate, find out 
the truth and develop the necessary 
evidence—right, wrong or indifferent.”
    Mitchell also still maintains a close 
association with the Texas Rangers. He 
has served as president of the Former 
Texas Ranger Association and is 
working with his fellow former Rangers 
to establish a Texas Ranger Education 
and Heritage Center in Fredericksburg. 
This purpose of the Center will be to 
provide information and educational 
materials about the history of the Texas 
Rangers from its establishment by
Stephen F. Austin in 1823 to the present.
    It is apparent that Al Mitchell takes 
pride in the Ranger tradition, in his 
Llano Estacado heritage and in his 
family. He and his wife Ellen have been 
married for 48 years. Mitchell says, 
“Behind every good Ranger, there’s a 
good woman.” They have two grown 
children, who also live in the Permian 
Basin, and six granddaughters. Mitchell 

says, “I’ve seen Texas Rangers come 
and go from this part of the state.
I’ve probably stayed the longest. I’ll be 
here until I die. I tell the young Rangers 
who are transferred here, ‘Stay here 
until you wear out one pair of boots—
you won’t ever go back!’”  MLM
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Energy Sales is a Manufacturer’s Representative for 
products primarily used in the Oil & Gas Industry. These 
products are used as key components in the infrastructure 
for the extraction of oil and gas. Energy Sales principle 

customer base are distributors that support the Exploration and Production companies 
that are finding and extracting the energy. Energy Sales is a wholesale supplier that only 
sells through qualified distributors.

Energy Sales is proud to provide the highest level of Service and Product Knowledge for 
the products that we represent in addition to an extensive on hand inventory. We work 
together as a team to ensure your products are available and delivered on time, all the 
time. This level of excellence is felt throughout our entire organization, so you get the 
best service available. We are proud to offer the highest quality products with the best-
trained staff in the industry.

(432) 580-7280
1408 W. I-20, Odessa, Texas 79763
Mailing Address:  PO BOX 80610

Midland, Texas 79708-0610
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Reliable Surface 
Equipment for the 

Gas & Oil Industry.

( 432) 582-2060
PO Box 80610 (79708)

3606 E. Hwy 158
Midland, TX 79706

JMR Specializes in:
    Test Separators
    4800w Light Towers
    25KW - 180KW Generators
    60’ 4x4 Man Lifts

    Telehandlers / Fork Lifts
    Trash Trailers
    Trash Pumps
    3000 PSI Steamers
    Water Stations

JMR Industries is engaged in the rental of surface equipment to the Oil & Gas 
Industry. This equipment is used to support the activities for the exploration and 
extraction of oil and gas. JMR’s principle customer base is the Exploration and 
Production companies that are finding and extracting the energy, however a 
portion of our revenue is derived from other Energy Sector service companies 
that provide support for these activities.

JMR Industries is proud to provide the highest level of service in the energy rental 
equipment industry. We work together as a team to ensure your equipment is 
reliable and delivered on time, all the time. This level of excellence is felt throughout 
our entire organization, so you get the best service available. We are proud to 
offer the finest rental equipment with the best trained staff in the industry.



Rising
Tall

New Oil Plays 
Create Boom for 
Local Economy

story by  Taylor Rogers Green
photos by  Amy Becker
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PPoint to any county in the Permian Basin on a map, and you are more 
than likely to find an emerging resource play. Once considered to be 
played out, the Permian Basin in West Texas has recently become a 
Mecca for oil and gas activity in the United States. High oil prices and 
recent advances in drilling techniques and technology have created 
a flurry of activity in Midland and surrounding areas as oil and gas 
companies move west to explore and develop these oil rich fields. 
These emerging plays, such as the Wolfberry in Midland, Glasscock 
and Martin Counties, the Wolfcamp to the south, and the Bone Springs 
to the west have breathed new life into the Permian Basin. With them 
comes economic growth for the area.   
    The Permian Basin has a rich history dating back to the 1920’s 
when Midland was merely a stop on the Texas and Pacific railway line, 
halfway between Fort Worth and El Paso. A quiet little ranching town, 
Midland was known as a place to buy supplies and ship cattle. But 
with the discovery of oil in the Permian Basin, Midland was quickly 
transformed into a central hub for oil and gas activity in West Texas. 

These emerging plays, such as the 
Wolfberry in Midland, Glasscock and 
Martin Counties, the Wolfcamp to the 

south, and the Bone Springs to the 
west have breathed new life into the 

Permian Basin. 
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    In 1920, the Texas and Pacific Abrams No. 1 well was 
drilled in Mitchell County making it the first successful well 
drilled in the Permian Basin. The discovery of the Yates Oil 
field in Iraann followed shortly and became one of the largest 
and most profitable oil fields in the United States. Perhaps the 
most famous of these pioneer wells was the Santa Rita No. 1, 
which gushed so much oil in 1923 that people traveled from 
as far as Fort Worth to see the famous well blow oil over the 
top of the derrick. News of these discovery wells spread like 
a West Texas wildfire and soon wildcatters and investors from 
all over the country flocked to the Permian Basin in search of 
oil. 
    Midland quickly became the center of activity for the 
Permian Basin. Thousands of businessmen, oilfield workers 
and investors moved their families to the city, establishing 
businesses and promoting growth and development in 
the area. Along with the influx of new citizens came new 
restaurants, stores, hotels and even a new airport. The oil 
business was booming, and Midland was thriving. 
    During the early 1930’s, the Great Depression took its toll 
on Midland. Due to the decrease in demand for oil, many 
of the businesses that had flourished during the 1920’s went 
under, leaving many citizens without jobs. But by the end 
of the decade Midland began to recover. By 1940, Midland 
had grown considerably, with many new businesses and oil 
companies. During the late 1930’s and 1940’s many new 
oilfields were discovered and Midland was once again a 
growing oil town. During this time, the discovery of the 
Spraberry Trend, a large oilfield covering six counties, 
contributed considerably to the city’s growth. 
    From 1945 through the 1960’s, Midland continued to grow 
as oil and gas production in the Permian Basin continued to 

increase, and the city continued to attract more businesses.  Midland grew from a 
small oil town into the city we know today. Another boom period occurred during 
the 1970’s due to a sharp increase in the price of oil, and thousands more relocated 
to Midland as the city continued to grow. 
    Rigs can be seen popping up on the horizon throughout West Texas again today. 
Through technological advances in the drilling process, big oil and gas companies 
once again have their sights set on Midland and the Permian Basin.
    Since its discovery in 1943, oil and gas companies have been drilling in the 
Spraberry Trend, as well as similar trends such as the Dean in the Permian Basin. 
But due to limited technology, these early wells barely tapped the vast potential 
of oil these formations contained, thus making them uneconomical. Today, 
however, new technology is allowing companies to capitalize on the resources and 
opportunities of the Permian Basin. These new technologies, such as horizontal 
drilling, 3-D seismic and hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking”, have been used to 
enhance production from these existing fields, as well as from new fields such as the 
Wolfberry. 
    Fracking is a proven technology for extracting oil and natural gas, which has been 
around for over sixty years. The fracking process involves pumping large amounts 
of pressurized water down the well, along with a proppant, usually made up of sand, 

Thank you to 
the oil and 

gas businesses 
that choose 

to do business 
in the area 

for your 
contribution 

not only 
to the 

workforce, 
but to the 

community as 
a whole!
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into the underground rock formation. 
The water pressure creates tiny openings 
in the rock which is held open by the 
sand, thus allowing the oil or gas to flow 
freely and escape through the well to 
the surface. This technology, combined 
with horizontal drilling, was perfected 
in the Barnett Shale, and has allowed oil 
and gas operators to produce massive 
amounts of oil and natural gas from 
geological formations in the United 
States which were once considered 
uneconomical to drill. 
    At the beginning of June, 2011 there 
were 349 rigs operating in the Permian 
Basin, with twenty nine of those in 
Midland County alone. This number is 
expected to rise in the next twelve to 
eighteen months as more companies 
move west. With this new technology, 
there will undoubtedly be more activity 
in the area as these plays continue to 
expand and develop, and with that 
comes new jobs and opportunities for 
the citizens of West Texas. 
    At present you’d be hard-pressed to 
find an empty motel room across the 
Permian Basin. Courthouses are packed 
with landmen, sometimes elbow to 
elbow, researching mineral title for the 
county. Oil company workers, rig hands 
and others fill the local restaurants 
and stores. Hotels are booked weeks, 
sometimes months in advance. 
    The commercial real estate market 
is also on the rise. Many oil and gas 
companies with operations in the 
Permian have leased office space in 
Midland and surrounding areas, and 
some established companies in the area 
are starting to expand and acquire new 
space. All of this comes as a result of 
the recent oil boom that has hit West 
Texas once again.
    Companies in the oil and gas industry 
are also taking advantage of the rising 
business opportunities. From frac tank 
rental companies to water haulers, land 
brokers to well service companies, 
signs that the new oil and gas activity 
is here to stay are everywhere and 

showing a big boost in these small town 
economies. In a time when the rest of 
the nation is suffering from lack of 
jobs and unemployment, many of these 
companies are actively hiring locals. 
The Texas Workforce Commission 
reported in March that Midland’s 
unemployment rate fell to 4.6 percent, 
the lowest in Texas, and 3,600 jobs have 
been added in the last year. There is no 
doubt that opportunities abound in the 
Permian.
    Thank you to the oil and gas 
businesses that choose to do business in 
the area for your contribution not only 
to the workforce, but to the community 
as a whole!  MLM

The Permian Basin has a rich 
history dating back to the 1920’s 
when Midland was merely a 
stop on the Texas and Pacific 
railway line, halfway between 
Fort Worth and El Paso. A quiet 
little ranching town, Midland 
was known as a place to buy 
supplies and ship cattle. But 
with the discovery of oil in 
the Permian Basin, Midland 
was quickly transformed into 
a central hub for oil and gas 
activity in West Texas. 
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2200 W. Wadley #6
Oak Ridge Square
Midland, TX 79705

432.570.4020
www.thegarlicpress.net

Eclectic Dining & Fine Wines

A favorite destination for fine diamond and 
colored stone jewelry and unique gifts. We 

specialize in making you feel special!

Frank Hawk Jewelry
our  family  s erv ing  yours  for  66  y ears

3 0 5  D o d s o n  S t r e e t  ~  M i d l a n d ,  T X  7 9 7 0 1
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Kenneth R. Matticks & Melissa D. Eastham
500 W Illinois Ave, Ste 685 | Midland, TX 79701

Phone: 432-683-7100 | Fax: 432-683-7101 | mae-law.com

Intellectual Property, Complex Litigation, Probate &
Estate Planning, and Business Formation & Development



For almost three decades now, Ken and Mary Lea Marks 
have offered up a fun-loving mix of sports, food, and 
fellowship in Jesus Christ to the area’s youth. As district 
team leaders for Fellowship of Christian Athletes and 
through Ken’s service as team leader for the Midland 
Rockhounds Baseball Chapel, the Marks’s have touched 
literally thousands of lives in their tireless dedication to 
Jesus Christ and their calling to “share the adventure” 
with the students and professional athletes of West Texas. 
    The year of 2010 provided just such an adventure. 
The Rockhounds’ banner 2010 season included playing 
in the Texas League Championship series and a national 
award for the general manager, Monty Hoppel. Then just 
when things could not get much better, the Rockhounds 
received Baseball Chapel’s celebrated Bowie Kuhn 
Award.  
    Presented during the Baseball Winter Meeting in 
Orlando, Florida, the award was accepted by general 
manager Monty Hoppel and Ken Marks, who served as 
Baseball Chapel team leader for the club for two decades. 
    Established in 1973, Baseball Chapel serves “those in 
professional baseball who care to deepen their Christian 
faith, but who are unable to attend Church.” The program 
ministers to nearly 3,000 people every week during the 
baseball season, beginning with spring training.  
    Hoppel commented, “What an honor to receive the 
Bowie Kuhn Baseball Chapel award. Only one team 
in minor leagues wins this award each year and, it is 

For Ken, it is the fruit of the spirit that he enjoys so much. 
“Those that graduate from high school, apply to come back 
as Huddle Leaders for the junior high age kids. They stay in 
touch, so we hear that this one has started a street ministry, 
and that the next is a youth minister and yet another has 
started a new FCA Huddle. We’ve begun to see the second 
generation attend FCA, and we are blessed”, said Ken. Mary 
Lea, known simply as “Momma” to countless area athletes, 
said it best, “We have a heart for these young people.”

 The Marks’s have touched literally thousands of lives 
in their tireless dedication to Jesus Christ and their 

calling to “share the adventure” with the students and 
professional athletes of West Texas. 

By suzan Marks
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humbling that we were recognized. Ken Marks has 
done our Baseball Chapel for twenty years and deserves 
all the credit,” Hoppel continued, “Ken does so much 
for our franchise, and he touched the lives of many of 
our players and coaches.”
    Spring of 1990, Ken was contacted by the chapel 
team leader who knew he would be transferred in the 
coming months. Ken’s predecessor was aware of the 
Marks’s involvement with Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and invited Ken out “to take a look at Baseball 
Chapel.”  
    Only four or five days later, the transfer came 
through; Ken was contacted and told “it’s all yours.”  
    “It is almost impossible to put into words just how 
much this ministry has meant,” said Ken. “And to be 
recognized out of more than 170 baseball clubs in the 
minor leagues is very humbling. It’s a joy and pleasure 
to be able to provide an opportunity for young men to 
worship and share their faith.” 
    Some of the players seen in Baseball Chapel have 
made it to the Major Leagues. Tim Salmon, Brad 
Ziegler, and Cliff Pennington are examples of the many 
with whom Marks stays in touch. Marks conducts 
chapel every Sunday on which the Rockhounds have a 
home game. Services are also provided for the visiting 
team and the officiating crew. Two seasons ago, George 
Bernal began providing a service for Spanish speaking 
players. “He provides a comfort level,” Ken said. “The 

players chose him. Many of the young men from the 
Dominican Republic and Mexico want to attend chapel, 
but language can be a barrier. George communicates so 
well, and he has added so much to the ministry.”
    The first meeting was held at the Midland Lee Field 
House in 1983. Thirteen boys attended. The following 
month, FCA held their first event which spotlighted 
former Dallas Cowboy great, Bob Lilly as the keynote 
speaker. Four hundred and fifty kids crowded into the 
fellowship hall at First Baptist Church. The meetings 
became coed and attendance grew. In 1984, the Marks’s 
opened their home to the ever-expanding FCA family. 
On the second and fourth Mondays of the month, 
equipped with a Juke box, pool table and Mary Lea’s 
food, the Marks house was the place to be. Through 
Ken and Eddie’s encouragement and guidance, each 
young athlete left with a deeper understanding of faith, 
grace and mercy. The numbers continued to grow. “The 
night we had ninety four kids here at the house, we 
knew we had to move to the Midland Lee Youth Center. 
That was in 1993 and we have been there since,” said 
Ken.  
    “Fields of Faith” and FCA summer camp are key, 
annual events to which members look forward. “Fields 
of Faith” is a peer-to-peer ministry event. Students 
invite their own classmates and teammates to hear 
fellow students share their testimonies, be challenged 
to read the Word of God and follow Jesus Christ. 
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[Mary Lea Marks]
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP 
LEFT  Ken Marks 
and Grant 
Teaff.  Estes 
Park Colorado  
summer 1988 
FCA Camp.  
Ken Marks with 
Bowie Kuhn 
Award.  The 
crowd at “Fields 
of Faith.”
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An athletic field provides a neutral, 
interdenominational rally point where 
a community can come together. The 
idea to sponsor the first “Fields of Faith” 
event in Midland came from several 
of the high school football players. 
”They about worried me to death,” 
Ken said. “After attending FCA camp, 
these guys got it in their heads that they 
wanted to have ‘Fields of Faith’ at the 
Grande Communications Stadium.” The 
students combined with a leadership 
team and partnerships were formed with 
local churches. 
    All of the hard work and prayers 

paid off. More than 2,000 young people 
attended that first event. Spike Dykes, 
then head football coach at Texas Tech, 
gave his testimony and highlighted local 
students in the program which created a 
powerful connection. Nationally, more 
than two hundred “Fields of Faith” 
events were held, and an estimated 
400,000 teenagers gathered to worship. 
The following years were equally 
special. Baylor’s legendary head coach, 
Grant Teaff, spoke the second year and 
numerous NFL heroes were to follow. 
Yet, year after year, the true success 
of “Fields of Faith” is rooted in its 

simplicity: bring many people together 
at one time, read Scripture and share 
personal testimonies and be challenged 
to read the Word of God and follow 
Jesus Christ. 
    In June 1983, Ken and Mary Lea 
along with Eddie and Nadine McHugh 
took sixteen kids for the first time to 
FCA Camp in Estes Park, Colorado. 
More than twenty five road trips 
and hundreds of relationships later, 
the couple still make the annual 
pilgrimage to FCA camp, now held 
at Lake Texoma. Camps are a time 
of “inspiration and perspiration” for 
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athletes and coaches to reach their potential 
by offering comprehensive athletic, spiritual 
and leadership training. When asked about 
her favorite memory, Mary Lea was quick 
to answer, “Quiet Time.” She went on to 
explain that the youth were given a dedicated 
time for daily prayer and meditation. The 
kids looked forward to this time and during 
those meditative moments some found their 
Salvation. “I still love seeing each kid find 
a special place in nature to pray and deepen 
their bond with Jesus. It is voluntary and 
beautiful.”
    For Ken, it is the fruit of the spirit that he 
enjoys so much. “Those that graduate from 
high school, apply to come back as Huddle 
Leaders for the junior high age kids. They stay 
in touch, so we hear that this one has started 
a street ministry, and that the next is a youth 
minister and yet another has started a new 
FCA Huddle. We’ve begun to see the second 
generation attend FCA, and we are blessed”, 
said Ken. 
    Mary Lea, known simply as “Momma” to 
countless area athletes, said it best. “We have 
a heart for these young people.”  MLM

In June 1983, Ken and Mary Lea along with Eddie and Nadine McHugh 
took sixteen kids for the first time to FCA Camp in Estes Park, Colorado. 
More than twenty five road trips and hundreds of relationships later, 
the couple still make the annual pilgrimage to FCA camp, now held 
at Lake Texoma. Camps are a time of “inspiration and perspiration” 
for athletes and coaches to reach their potential by offering 
comprehensive athletic, spiritual and leadership training. 
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ballet ◆ tap ◆ jazz ◆ hip hop
musical theatre ◆ adult beginner 

dance ministry ◆ piano
voice ◆ guitar ◆ art ◆ yoga 

drama ◆ needleworks

www.artandsoul4him.com
info@artandsoul4him.com

art & soul
a dance & fine arts studio

For more information call: 432.699.0251
4410 N. Midkiff, Suite D8-C

art & soul
a dance &

fine arts studio
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The Four Chambers of Our Heart.

Providing Care Four Times Over.
Our mission is to fulfill the unique needs of patients 
and their families by providing care from the heart. 
A four-chambered heart.

Four Campuses
• Main Campus — Hospice Care, Administration 

Building, 911 West Texas

• Rays of Hope — Children’s Grief Centre, 
900 W. Wall Street

• Inspiration Centre — Bereavement Counseling 
Centre, 4629 Andrews Highway

• Inpatient Unit — Located within Midland 
Memorial Hospital, 220 West Illinois

To learn more, visit hospiceofmidland.org 
or call 432-682-2855.

911 West Texas • Midland, TX  79701
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“Become Your Own Trendsetter”
Trendy Clothing for Juniors & Women
Accessories • Free Alterations 

3207 Courtyard Drive, Suite D
Midland, TX 79705
(Located behind ToysRUs)

432-694-6779
www.missysclosetmidland.com

Join us on Facebook!
Open Monday - Saturday 10 - 6

MIDLAND
687-6500

4400 N. Big Spring
Midland, Texas 79705

ODESSA
550-6200

3658 N. Dixie
Odessa, Texas 79762

OUR LEGACY IS YOU.
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Former Midland 
resident takes lessons 

he learned here to 
build a successful 

career.

by Phil Riddle

 		 but not 
  Forgotten

e has worked in hospital administration 
from Las Vegas to Houston in his thus 
far 15-year career.

    But Midland gave him the impetus and the 
beginnings of a skillset he still uses.
    Cory Countryman, a shining star in the 
healthcare field, gives much of the credit for his 
success to the dozen years he spent in Midland.
    “It was very formative for me, as far as the 
importance of relationship building, friendliness 
and community.” Countryman said. “I always 
really like the people here. I think Midland has a 
very strong work ethic that was instilled in me by 
being out here.”
    Countryman moved to the Permian Basin 
when he was three and stayed here until he was 
15.  Though now 38, he still has friends and fond 
memories of the time he spent here.
    “I remember having a lot of friends,” he said. 
“And all the wide open spaces. It seems like we 
were always doing things outside.”
    Now the Chief Executive Officer at 
Weatherford Regional Medical Center in North 
Texas, Countryman claims a chance encounter 

H
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led him into healthcare administration.
    After a stint in the U.S. Navy, he transitioned back 
into civilian life, needing employment.
    “When I got out I was looking for a job and I started 
talking to a guy at a restaurant one day who happened 
to work at a hospital,” Countryman related. “He asked 
me what I was wanting to do.  I said I just needed to 
get a job and start going to college,” he continued. 
“He offered me an opportunity there as the nighttime 
admitting clerk which is about as low as you can get in 
a hospital.”
    That opportunity was all Countryman needed to 
slingshot into his career.
     “I started working there and developed an 
understanding of the importance of building 
relationships with people,” he said. “I made some 
relationships with doctors and different folks and 
became an integral part of the hospital. “
    As he worked his way up the corporate ladder, he 

got an education, earning his bachelor of science at 
Dallas Baptist University, then, getting his master’s in 
business administration from the University of Texas – 
Permian Basin.
    His education boosted him into a job with Price 
Waterhouse and Coopers, where he lent his growing 
healthcare administration skills to various facilities. 
“I traveled the countryside there consulting for 
different hospitals,” he said. “I was hired away by one 
of my clients. Went to work in Odessa in 2004. That 
was my first administrative job in healthcare and I 
loved it. I moved up a position or two over the next 
couple of years and I got to be a CEO.”
    Countryman came into his current position in 
Weatherford just a year ago. He had served there five 
years ago as the hospital’s Chief Operations Officer, 
then took on the CEO mantle at a Houston facility 
before returning to North Texas to be nearer his family 
in Kaufman.
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    He said getting into healthcare was an easy 
decision after his humble beginning. 
    “The best part of the job is being able to help 
people in some of the most difficult times of their 
lives,” he said.
    Conversely, he admitted the least palatable part 
of his career is when children are involved.
    “Oh, man,” he said, “seeing children come into 
the hospital in pain is hard. I can’t stand seeing 
children scared or in pain.”
    His soft spot for children is probably home 
grown. He is a single dad to 7-year-old Jonathan, 
who is his traveling buddy and sports partner.

    “He is a star soccer player,” Dad, who is also 
Jonathan’s soccer coach, said proudly.  “He is 
also doing very well in all his classes. We spend 
a lot of time playing sports outside. We get to 
spend a lot of time together that way.”
    As a kid, Countryman began playing golf in 
Midland, something he and Jonathan have begun 
to enjoy together. 
    “I think it’s so important to have things like 
that you can do together,” he said. “I played a 
bunch when I was a kid. I won a tournament as 
a 10-year-old. I golfed a lot with my own dad 
when I was growing up.”
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    The father-son duo also enjoys hitting the road 
together.
    “We love to travel,” Countryman said. “We go to 
California a lot, to South Texas. Any beach; we love 
the beach.”
    Sports and travel aside, Countryman says the bulk of 
his unscheduled time is happily spent doing everyday 
activities with his son.
    “Really, most of my free time is related to him and 
me just hanging out and going to bookstores and things 
like that,” he said. “A lot of playing catch with the 
football out in the front yard.”
    But with having two such time consuming 
jobs – CEO and single dad – aren’t the challenges 
overwhelming? 
    “There are a lot of challenges in that combination,” 
Countryman admitted. “One of the things that work 
best, however, is by being the CEO I can dictate a 
lot of the schedules and meeting times. I can make 
sure they don’t conflict with his itinerary. I can make 
sure practices are not on the same night as hospital 
meetings.”
    With the demands of running a hospital on the 
western edge of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, 
coupled with the parallel demands of being a father, 
does the former Midland resident have time to return to 
the Permian Basin?
    “I do,” he said. “I’m going to try to go back early in 
the spring. I still have some friends there.”
    Friends who invariably were part of the inspiration 
Countryman gained from 12 formative years spent in 
the Tall City.  MLM
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Worth the Call. Always.

. . .
. .

Everybody’s worth 
is equally important.
It’s how we’ve been
serving the Permian Basin
for over 60 years.

   Trust is sure
important to me!

Slaten W. Miller
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Join us at MTCU
• Low Rates on Auto, Boat, RV
 and Personal Loans
• Mortgage & Home Equity Loans
• Online Banking with BillPay
• Overdraft Privilege
• 20 Free ATMs Available in Midland/Odessa/
 Monahans/Greenwood/Kermit/Pecos/Wink
• M-teller
• E-statements

	 Main Office Branch Personal Automated
 1505 Midland Drice 2304 W. Michigan Telephone Teller
 688-7300 688-7300 689-7288

“Serving anyone who liveS, worShipS, or workS in 
Midland, Martin, and glaSScock countieS.”

www.mtcu.org

418 Andrews Highway
Midland, TX 79701

432.687.4813
Facebook - Corrales Decor
info@corralesdecor.com

On-site Consultations ~ Space Planning & Furniture 
Arrangement ~ Design Concepts ~ Furnishings ~ Custom 

Designs ~ Floral ~ Accessories ~ Lamps & Rugs
Purchasing, Delivery & Installation
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2101 West Wadley, Ste. 8   |   Midland, TX 79705   |   432.218.8331   |   www.harvestcaffe.com

Celebrating the home, family and life
201 Walnut Abilene, TX  79601 | (325) 672-9792 | www.jordantaylorhome.com
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Karen M. Carr, D.O. | James A.Corwin, M.D.
Manmeet Mangat, M.D. | Ashutosh Rastogi, M.D.

David L. Watkins, M.D.

Renuka Borra, M.D. | T.K. George, M.D.
Joseph G. Kaczor, M.D. 
Pankaj Khandelwal, M.D.

www.texasoncology.com

Allison Cancer Center
400 N. Garfield, Suite 100

Midland, TX 79701
(432) 687-1949

West Texas Cancer Center
301 N. Washington St.

Odessa, TX 79761
(432) 335-8275

 Texas Oncology Services

     Medical Oncology
      Hematology
     Radiation Oncology
    Blood & Marrow Transplant

                                       Gynecologic Oncology
                                   Chemotherapy
                               Laboratory
                           Pharmacy
                     IGRT, IMRT & HDR Technologies
             Cancer Prevention and Screening

    Research & Clinical Trials

Providing high-quality,
integrated cancer care

for over 25 years.

OPEN
Monday-Saturday 11-9

Sunday 11-2

2407 N. Big Spring, Midland, Texas 79705
         432-570-8012

#6 Desta Drive, Suite 1250, Midland, TX 79705
                                           432-618-0961     

OPEN
Monday-Friday 8-3

Breakfast • Lunch • Sweets

Fresh Tex-Mex

www.gerardoscasita.com
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Hometown Happenings Out and About

Dr. Steve Thomas, President of Midland 
College, enjoys a VIP event held at the new 
Lone Star Bar.  Shown with Dr. Thomas is 
Midland Chamber VP, Gayna Olivias, co-
owner of Lone Star.

Miss Meredith Westmoreland was honored with a 
graduation ‘Top Dog’ Luncheon by her aunt and 
uncle, Debra and Fred Westmoreland. Classmates 
were treated to hot dogs from Brad Logan , the ‘Hot 
Dog Guy’and cupcakes at the luncheon. Pictured:  
Ceci and Todd Westmoreland, Meredith, Debra and 
Fred Westmoreland.

One of Midland’s busiest, Judge Jody Gilles, still 
finds time to volunteer within the community, as he is 
shown here helping a student at Bynum School with 
his hippotherapy (horse therapy) .

At an event recognizing 9/11, several Gold Star families were remembered, 
including those of (left to right) Sylvia Macias, Carolyn Hobby, Leta Henson, 
Melissa Volker Back and Denise Garza. (Photo by Wallace Craig)

U.S. Representative Michael Conaway and wife Suzanne along with many others, 
enjoy the Memorial Day event held at the American Air Power Museum, formerly 
known as the Confederate Air Force museum. (Photo by Wallace Craig)

Tim Baker, founder of The Springboard Center, was honored for his hard work,  
his vision, and leadership in creating a state of the art treatment facility for 
addictive disease.  Proclamations were issued by the State of Texas and the 
City of Midland declaring Thursday, June 23rd, as “Tim Baker” day.   Shown with 
the honoree are City Council members Jeff Sparks and Jerry Morales. (Photo by 
Wallace Craig)

Metta Preas shares a laugh with former newspaper columnist, Ed Todd, at her 
recent retirement party held at the Museum of the Southwest.  Metta, the longest 
employee at the museum,  retired after 32 years of managing the Turner Mansion, 
home of the Museum of the Southwest. (Photo by Wallace Craig)
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Helping you 
achieve your 

financial goals 
and dreams.

808 W. Wall Street
Midland, TX 79701

(432) 620-9555
Kevin.Foreman@RaymondJames.com

Member FINRA / SIPC
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

COMMITTED TO YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE

OPEN
Tuesday - Saturday

10 AM - 6 PM

Antique & Vintage Furniture ~ New & Used Items ~ Art ~ Tea Room ~ Host Meetings
1012 Andrews Highway, Midland, TX • 432-262-4550 • curiositiesantiques@yahoo.com • Cafe located inside
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Hometown Happenings
Former Midlander, Andrew 
Hancock, son of Jill and Barry 
Russell, and also Melinda and 
Jerry Hancock, was honored 
with a showing of his digital 
photography, as part of the Studio 
3600 Series at Midland College.  

Several of his photographs were 
on display in the McCormick 
Gallery of the Allison Fine Arts 
Building at Midland College. 
Among them were three  prints 
that have been published on the 
covers of Sports Illustrated.

Andrew is pictured with his wife, 
Mary Ann.

ANDREW HANCOCK PHOTOGRAPHY SHOWING

Hometown Living At Its Best     139



140     Midland Living Magazine

2200 West
Wadley #14

Midland, TX
79705

•
(432)

687-2800

La Bebe Boutique

w w w. l ab eb emid l and.com

Fine Children’s Apparel, Furniture & Bedding

Join us on Facebook!

Dr. Heather Kern Dr. Blake Golson  

Texas Country 
Eye Care

303 Veterans Airpark Lane, Suite 5100, Midland, Texas
432-818-0300 / www.crownquest.com

CrownQuest partners joined 
forces in 1996 as an independent 
company focused on identifying, 
acquiring, exploring and developing 
oil and natural gas properties.
     Based in Midland, Texas, we 
operate in several areas of the 
continental United States, including 
Texas, New Mexico and Utah.
    At CrownQuest, we’re not just 
focused on achieving technical 
excellence and maximizing our
production, we also place a
premium on honesty, integrity
and value in every aspect of our 
operations. 
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InHome Care, Inc.
A Quality Home Health Service

Skilled nursing services provided 
but not limited to:
 Restorative Nursing
 Teaching the family to administer medication
 Dressing changes and/or packing wounds
 Monitoring blood pressure and vital signs
 Dietary instruction to patient and family
 Catheterization and irrigations
 Ostomy care
 Lab work/Coagucheck
 PT, OT, Medical Social Services

Medical Equipment:
Diabetic supplies, oxygen, hospital
beds & lifts, scooters, wheelchairs, walkers, etc.

InHomInHome Care, Inc. provides a complete evaluation 
and assessment of the patientʼs needs to establish an 
individualized care plan which includes regular home 
visits, 24-hour on-call availability, and comprehensive 
coordination of all needed services.

Brooks Financial Group

1031 Andrews Hwy #300 Midland, Tx 79701

432-520-5495

Independent Insurance Broker

Life, Health, Employee Benefits

Common Scents
Gifts * Fashion Jewelry * Home Decor

Candles * Baby Gifts * And More

(432) 699-6803
3303 N. Midkiff Rd #123 | Midland, TX 79705



3323 N. Midland Drive, #114
Midland, Texas 79707

432.520.4344
www.thegourmetpeddler.com

p
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FINE ART ~ FRAMING ~ RESTORATION
Folger Galleries

3211 W. Wadley #22B | Midland, TX 79705 | 432.697.3778
800.706.0569

www.folgergallery.com

WHERE OUTDOOR FUN BEGINS!

Snow Skiing
Snowboarding
Wakeboarding
Skateboarding
Surfing
Camping
HikingHiking

3327 W. Wadley Midland, TX

432.697.0427 www.skiskellersports.com3327 W. Wadley Midland, TX

432.697.0427 www.skiskellersports.com



Senior Residential and Assisted Living

EMERITUSEmeritusEMERITUS
at Saddleridge Lodge 

Our Family is Commited to YouSenior Residential and Assisted Living
at Saddleridge Lodge 

1808 W. Loop 250 N. Midland, TX  432-687-0460

Possible options include:

career education

4320 West Illinois, Suite A, Midland, TX 79703

Check out the opportunities as a

Medical Assistant!

• Career placement assistance • Day and evening classes available • Financial aid*

- Clinics
- Nursing Facilities

- Doctors’ Offices

For more information on our program and its outcomes visit www.kaplancollegemidland.com. 
Kaplan College does not guarantee job placement or advancement. *Available for those who qualify

www.kaplancollegemidland.com

800-983-9801 
Call

Now!
Dept. 
002
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Premier Physicians is a multi disciplinary 
group, whose lines of service vary from: 

Check out all of our physicians at 
www.yourpremierphysician.com

Premier Physicians

2501 West Illinois Ste. C

Midland,TX 79701

(432) 686-6600

Cardio Thoracic

Dermatology

Family Medicine

Internal Medicine

Orthopaedic

Pediatrics

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Urgent Care

Urology
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